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Proceedings. 


FANEUIL Haut, Boston, Fripay, FEBRUARY 21, 1902. 


The Twentieth Annual Encampment of the Massachu- 
setts Division Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. was called to order 
at 2.15 o’clock P. M., by Division Commander Edward H. 
Lounsbury. 


The following Division Officers were present : 

Division Commander, Edward H. Lounsbury. 

Division Council, Fred E. Warner, Frank E. Howard. 

Adjutant, Edwin K. Porter. 

Mustering Officer, George E. Hunt. 

Judge Advocate, James Tracy Potter, Esq. 

Sergeant Major, Frank E, Cotton. 

Chief Ard, Louis Epple. 

The following Division Officers did not respond to the 
roll call: 

Senior Vice Division Commander, Joseph H. Young. ; 

Junior Vice Division Commander, Samuel A. Pickering. 

Division Council, John A. Baxter. 

Surgeon, Francis J. Hanley, M. D. 

Chaplain, Rev. Josiah C. Kent. 

Quartermaster, Marcus H. Cotton. 

Inspector, George I,. Bray.* u 

Quartermaster Sergeant, Wallace Williams. 

The Commander appointed : 

Past Division Commander, William A. Stevens, to act 
as Senior Vice Division Commander. 

Past Commander-in-Chief, Charles K. Darling, to act as 
Junior Vice Division Commander. 

Past Division Commander, Fred E. Bolton, to act as 
Chaplain. 

The following Committees were announced : 


*Detained by death in the family. 
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COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


Adjutant, Edwin K. Porter. 

Chief Aid, Louis Epple. 

Past Captain, E. E. Lincoln, Camp 12, Hingham. 
Past Captain, A. R. McAdam, Camp 25, Worcester. 
Past Captain, John E. Day, Camp 89, Brighton. 


COMMITTEE ON RITUAL. 


Past Division Commander, Leonard C. Couch. 
Delegate, George H. Jackson, Camp 1, Lynn. 

Past Captain, Everett H. Lynds, Camp 60, Holyoke. 
Past Captain, H. D. Packard, Camp 99, Shelburne Falls. 
Past Captain, A. J. Moon, Camp 112, Oxford. 


COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


Past Division Commander, Fred E. Bolton. 

Past Division Commander, John H. Hinkley. 

Past Division Commander, Harry D. Sisson. 

Past Captain, A. H. Brigham, Camp 11, Whitman. 
Past Captain, Arthur E. Newcomb, Camp 91, Ware. 


COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 


Past Division Commander, Fred E. Warner. 

Past Division Commander, William A. Stevens. 

Past Division Commander, Albert C. Blaisdell. 

Past Captain, Albert EK. Phelps, Camp 34, Wakefield. 

Past Captain, D. Murray Travis, Camp 59, So. Framing- 
ham. 


COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. 


Past Division Commander, Nathan C. Upham. 

Past Captain, H. P. Reynolds, Camp 17, Brockton. 

Past Captain, George T. Duckworth, Camp 35, New 
Bedford. 

Past Captain, Clarence Stickney, Camp 80, Malden. 

Past Captain, A. E. Hurd, Camp 101, Westminster. 
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On motion of Past Captain Storey, Camp 24, Reporters 
of the various papers were admitted to the session of the 
Encampment. 

On motion of Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton 
the Roll Call was dispensed with. 

On motion of Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton 
it was voted that the calling of the roll for the reception and 
teference of communications from Camps or individuals be 
dispensed with and that the communications be presented 
direct to the Adjutant. 

Adjutant Porter chairman of the Committee on Creden- 
tials submitted a partial report of members present as follows: 


Captains, - - - 21 
Delegates, - - - 31 
Alternates, - - - 3 
Past Captains, - - 53 

Total, - e - 108 


Division Commander Edward H. Lounsbury submitted 
and read the following report : 


Report of the Division Commander. 


Boston, February 21, 1902. 


TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE 


TWENTIETH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT OF MASSACHU- 


SETTS DIVISION SONS OF VETERANS, U. S- A- 


BROTHERS: 

In accordance with the provisions of the Constitution of 
our Order, I herewith present my report for the year ending 
February 22, 1902, and the reports of the Officers and Staff of 
the Division ; together with such recommendations as 1m my 
opinion will accelerate the progress of our Order. 
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MEMBERSHIP. 

First of all I invite your attention to the question of 
membership as the most vital that concerns us. Ten years 
ago, in June 1892, at the Tenth Annual Encampment of the 
Division, Commander Darling in his annual report reminded 
the Brothers of the anniversary and invited them to look back 
over the decade that had passed. It was indeed an inviting 
retrospect, —one to cheer them and to cheer their Commander. 
In ten short years, the membership had increased from the 
modest handful reported at its first Encampment to the gener- 
ous proportions of over five thousand. No wonder that the 
spirit of buoyancy was everywhere manifest. To the discern- 
ing eye of the Commander, however, there were many 
symptoms to cause concern. ‘I‘he increase was good indeed, 
but far Jess than it should have been; there had been large 
accessions, but the losses were almost as large as the gains 
and gave evidence of soon increasing. ‘The Division had ob- 
tained new members but had not retained a fair proportion of 
the old. Commander Darling pointed out that unless some 
means were devised of holding old members, a general de- 
crease in the Division was inevitable. That decrease came 
the following year and has continued with but a slight pause 
ever since. The decrease was retarded last year by my im- 
mediate predecessor, the loss for the year being 54. For the 
year just ending we have exactly held our own; and it is 
Proper to announce the encouraging fact that last night a 
camp of 23 members was organized at North Attleboro which 
turns the tide so much the other way. I believe the tide has 
permanently turned; that the last ‘‘rear guard fight’’ has 
been made and that we may say as did Sheridan at Cedar 
Creek—‘''Turn, boys, turn ; we’re going back!’’ I believe 
that the Division today with its lessened number of camps 
and its diminished membership is on a firmer basis than ever 
before. ‘The men who are in it now purpose to stay, and I 
have no doubt that from this time on an increase, slow but 
sure, will come. 


i 
At the middle of the year in order to stimulate activity 
among the camps I offered a silk altar flag to that camp 
which should show the largest gain per cent. for the six 
months ending December 31st. If the offer had been made 
at the beginning of the year, the prize would have been won 
by Camp 1 of Lynn, whose magnificent work in more than 
doubling its membership is something for which it may well 
be proud and every brother of this Division be profoundly 
grateful ; but most of its increase was made before June 30th. 
During the last half of the year, the largest gain per cent. 
was made by Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, Camp 109 of Need- 

ham, to whom the flag belongs. 
I commend to your careful consideration the report of the 
Adjutant showing the gains among the different camps. I 
tecommend (1) that a suitable prize or prizes be offered by 


. the Division to the camp or camps showing the largest gain 


per cent. duting the current calendar year. 


FINANCES. 


It has been my policy this year to observe in all money 
matters a rigid economy. No expenditure has been made 
unless it was believed that it would result in some positive 
gain to the Order. On the other hand, no needed money has 
been withheld because of a frivolous desire to make a ‘‘good 
showing’’ at the end of the year. In the visitations of the 
officers throughout the Division, a sufficient number of 
brothers have been taken in the party to lend dignity to fae 
occasion, but not so many as to incur needless expense. In 
some respects I have been more fortunately circumstanced 
than some of my predecessors and am able to show a good 
balance at the end of the year. ‘The details are found in the 
Quartermaster’s report. Thesummary is briefly as follows :— 
The amount turned over to me by my predecessor, including 
“Mileage Tickets’? was $168.22. This should be diminished 
by the sum of $50.00 voted by the last Encampment as a 
partial reimbursement to my predecessor of money spent by 
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him in behalf of the Division during his administration, leav- 
ing the net amount at my disposal, $118.22. The Quarter- 
master’s report shows a balance, with all bills paid, of $566.67 
in addition to ‘‘Mileage Tickets’ $18.94. The value of 
Division supplies on hand in slightly larger than a year ago , 
so that in a general way it is safe to say that the Division is 
more than $450 better off today than it was at the last En- 
campment. 

I hopecircumstances in the future will enable my suc- 
cessors to increase the surplus. It is much to be regretted 
that after twenty years of existence this Division has in its 
Treasury a scant $500.00. It may be suggested by some that 
the function of the Division is somewhat in the nature of a 
telephone exchange or a clearing house; merely to receive 
money and transmit, and that it does not need to accumulate 
any considerable amount of funds to do its work. That class 
of people may be compared to those of our ancestors who 
believed that the Articles of Confederation (where Congress 
was scarcely more than an Executive Committee for the 
several States) was a better form of government than the pre- 
sent Constitution of the United States with its ever increasing 
influence and authority throughout the Nation. I believe 
myself that if the Massachusetts Division had begun to save 
at the start, and had by this time been able to accumulate a 
fund of $10,000, or even $5,000, its membership would be 
vastly greater; and one serious problem of administration 
would have been solved. I refer to the vexations and often 
demoralizing delays that result from changing every year the 
office of Adjutant and Quartermaster. Ofcourse, the amount 
of money that is appropriated for these departments is ridicu- 
lously out of proportion to the amount of work required, and 
rarely could a man be induced to accept either position a 
second year. We, therefore, have to start each year with 
new men, who spend the early months of their term groping 
darkly fora mastery of the endless detail of their positions 
and dodging the doubless just but sometimes exasperating 
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criticism of their brothers throughout the Division because of 
their failure to respond promptly to requests. The only solu- 
tion of the difficulty is a Permanent Headquarters. Our pre- 
sent income will not permit it. We must, therefore, get to- 
gether a fund and allow it to accumulate until such time as 
the income will be sufficient with our annual appropriation to 
provide for such a Permanent Headquarters. 

I recommend (2) that of the funds now in the Treasury 
the sum of three hundred dollars ($300), be appropriated and 
set aside as a Permanent Fund in the hands of trustees, and 
allowed to accumulate until such time as the income thereof 
and of future additions thereto, shall, with the annual appro- 
priations, be sufficient to maintain suitable Permanent Head- 
quarters. 


RECORDS. 

The records of the Division contain a vast amount of 
cumbersome and in my opinion useless matter. It has been 
accumulating for years. Every Commander has doubtless 
felt this and wished that he might have authority to put a 
good part of it to the torch. I hope the time is not far distant 
when a thorough overhauling of the records will be made and 
when this is done it will be a wise policy to have our records, 
including the record of membership, kept in a modern manner 
by means of a card system. 


GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. . 
The relations existing between our Order and the Grand 
Army of the Republic have grown steadily in mutual sym- 
pathy and understanding. ‘There was never atime in the life 
of our Order, I suppose, that we did not have some stanch 
friends among the members of the Grand Army ; and that 
number gradually increased. In this Division, however, the 
era of thorough understanding between the two Orders (as 
distinguished from mere approbation and endorsement on the 
part of the Veterans) began with the recommendation of Past 
Department Commander John E. Gilman, made two years 
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ago, for an appointment of a Committee of Conference between 
the two Orders. : 

The work of that Committee during the administrations 
of my immediate predecessor and Department Commander 
Peter D. Smith was set forth at the last encampment. During 
the present year, with Department Commander Silas A. Bar- 
ton, the work has been continued and the results have been 
even more conspicuous. Effort was systematically put forth 
in this way; at every gathering, the Grand Army speakers 
enforced the necessity of a better and more intelligent 
understanding between the two Orders. When that better 
understanding had been brought about, an effort was made 
to convert it into practicalresults. A beginning was made 
with the camp in Lynn, the remarkable record of which I 
have already referred to. In other places excellent results 
were obtained, and it is worth while noting that ail of the 
camps organized last year were upon the initiative of the 
Grand Army, ‘The incoming Department Commander, Gen. 
Wilmon W. Blackmar, is thoroughly in sympathy with the 
movement, and with his cooperation my successor may 
confidently look for a steady advance in the coming year. 
I recommend (3) the continuance of the Conference Com- 
mittee, to be enlarged in the discretion of the next Division 
Commander. 


Wi B. Cy Ie A. S. AND D. Vv. 

The relations existing between these organizations and 
our own have been characterized by the exchange of mutual 
courtesies that were the expression of sincere respect. At the 
W.R. C. Fair held in Faneuil Hall last November, the Sons 
of Veterans were privileged to perform services that were 
highly appreciated. Future years can only strengthen the 
essential unity of purpose among these kindred Orders. 


ARMY NURSES. 


Late in the past year,I attended a conference at the Head- 
quarters of the Massachusetts Department G. A R. called to 
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devise some temporary relief for the Army Nurses. Of these 
heroic women and their priceless services to our fathers dur- 
ing the Civil War, I need say nothing. Itisa part of history. 
Unhappily the gratitude of State and Nation has scarcely 
reached them at all. A bill has been introduced into the 
Legislature making the Army Nurses eligible to State Aid, 
Soldiers’ and Burial Relief; and every brother should person- 
ally see his senator and representative in the interest of this 
worthy measure. Meantime, asa measure of temporary Fe 
lief it was decided to call for contributions from the G.A.R., 
W.R.C.and S. V. The response from the first two Orders 
was prompt and generous. From our own, the sum obtained 
was scarcely worthy of mention. I trust that camps that 
have not yet coutributed will do so at once. The price of e 
single cigar from every member of the Division would realize 
arespectable sum. We never should miss the money, but 
perhaps some dear old mother in Israel, whose tender minis- 
trations, perchance it was, brought back to life the fathers 
that begot us, might find the winter less cold and the land 
scape less dreary because of our thoughtful remembrance. 


NINETEENTH ENCAMPMENT C. C- 
The last Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief 
adopted a new Constitution and Laws containing many radi- 
cal departures from theold. The changes are all in the di- 
rection of simplification and effectually relieve our organiza- 
tion of many cumbersome and useless forms. Captains should 
at once order a supply sufficient to give each member @ Copy- 
ISION COMMANDERS. 


SENIOR AND JUNIOR VICE DIV 3 
ecting the Senior 


The policy adopted two years ago of sel . 
and ers a Diseiae Co naunae without even @ GaGue 
understanding that the incumbent of the office should ee 
ally expect to be promoted at the end of the year,—has 10 ie 
judgment been wise. There are a great ray, DT £ ‘ 
Order who might fill any position with dignity and rie ae 
ness, whose other engagements would prevent them from be- 
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ing a candidate for Division Commander and who once might 
have hesitated to accept a lesser position. The present system 
enables us to get the service of such men for a year-and it has 
generally assured the awakening of interest in the particular 
localities whence they come. Moreover, being themselves on 
the ground and familiar with the local conditions, they are in 
a position to give much valuable assistance to the Division 
Commander. I am sure that this policy continued with the 
selection of good men from different parts of the Division will 
help materially in increasing the strength of our Order. 


AIDS. 


The policy of appointing aids on the personal staff of the 
Commander, formerly in vogue in the Division and reintro- 
duced by my predecessor, has been continued by myself. 
The districts have been somewhat changed, having in view 
the improved electric railway communications between towns; 
and the number of districts has been somewhat reduced. A 
careful consideration of the matter has convinced me that this 
feature of administration may be made the means of solving 
one of our most difficult problems. I mean the condition of 
the rural camps. They are generally weak in membership 
and widely scattered, but they are, in my opinion, a most 
essential part of our organization,—of the very bone and 
sinew. As will be seen from the reports of the various officers 
of the Division and as indeed has been well known to mem- 
bers of the Order for years past, there is a distinct feeling in 
the more remote camps that they are out of touch with the 
Division Headquarters. It would be an excellent idea for 
the Division Commander to visit every one of those camps in 
the course of the year. This is, of course, impossible not 
only because no man is in a position to give the required 
time, but also because the finances of the Division will not 
permit the expense. Just here, the system of aids should be 
of great assistance. This is especially true of the present 
time when the abolition of inspections, by action of the last 
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Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief, renders it neces- 
sary for us to provide some means of securing the good re- 
sults that come from inspection while eliminating all the for- 
mer meaningless and wearisome detail. 

Without desiring to impose my views upon my successor 
by suggesting positive action on the part of this Encampment, 
Irespectfully suggest to his consideration the following re- 
commendation :— 

That the system of Aids be continued; that the number 
of districts be very materially reduced so that the Aid may 
have a sufficient number of camps to visit to be able to form by 
comparison an intelligent judgment, and also that the position 
may, because of its increased responsibility, be one of con- 
siderable honor and dignity ; that the men to fill these post- 
tions be experienced men, and yet men whose enthusiasm for 
the Order has not died out with their acquirement of ‘‘past 
honors; ’’ that there should be two visitations to each camp 4 
year; one in early spring, that any faults may be brought to 
the attention of the Headquarters and remedy applied; and 
one late in the fall, when the results of the year’s work may 
be obtained and proper recognition given; that the Aids be 
directed to turn their attention to practical difficulties with 
especial reference to the means of strengthening the individ- 
ual camp. 


THE BANNER. i 

The last National Encampment adopted ‘“I'he Banner 
as the Official organ of the Order and the paper is now Sials 
to every Brother in the Order. Some complaint is heard ae 
it is not regularly received. Investigation has in almos 
every instance shown that the fault lay with the Captain who 
had failed to forward a complete list to Headquarters as Te- 
quired in two Division Orders. 


PLACE OF ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


For several years past our Annual Encampment has been 
held in Boston. It is doubtless an extremely convenient 
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place for most of us to meet in, but it is a question whether a 
greater degree of interest would not be aroused in other parts 
of the State if we returned to the old way of holding Encamp- 
ments in different towns. 


NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION. 


Last August I accepted the invitation of the Commander 
of the New Hampshire Division to be present at the Camp 
Fire held by the Sons of Veterans during the Grand Army 
week at the Wiers. It is impossible for me to say too much 
of the pleasure I had on that occasion and of the hospitality 
of our brothers in the Granite State; but above and beyond 
all that was the belief that the members of the New England 
Divisions ought, if possible, to get together often. We once 
had a New England Association that met at the time of our 
Encampment here, but it did not long exist. I recommend 
(4) that the incoming Commander be authorized to communi- 
cate with the Commanders of other Divisions with a view to 
forming an association which shall provide for an annual 
meeting in summer. 


BANQUET. 

The last Encampment directed the incoming Commander 
to provide a banquet for members of the Division during the 
Encampment, and one was accordingly arranged for at the 
American House this evening. The price limited ($1) was 
too low. ‘That is the least for which a respectable dinner can 
be provided, leaving nothing for decorations, entertainment, 
etc., which must be borne by the Division. If it is voted to 
have a banquet another year, I recommend (5)that the limit be 
$1.25. In order that every member of the Division might be 
informed of this year’s banquet I caused over three thousand 
circulars to be sent ten days ago to Captains, with instruction 
to forward immediately to the members of their Camps. It 
is to be regretted that many Captains delayed a week before 
complying with this simple request. 
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MY OFFICIAL FAMILY. 
The relations existing between myself and the other 
officers of the Division have been characterized by the utmost 
harmony. The Senior and Junior Vice Division Commanders, 
Young and Pickering, have given most cordial support to me, 
and more than once have started at a moment’s notice to fill 
an engagement that I was suddenly unable to fill. The 
members of the Division Council, Warver, Baxter and 
Howard, have aided me in every way in the line of their 
official duties, and have also helped to represent the Division 
at many gatherings. ‘I'he members of the staff have been all 
that a Commander could ask. Mustering Officer Phelps MEE 
obliged early inthe year to tender his resignation which i 
accepted with much regret. In his successor, Past Captain 
George E. Hunt of Camp 67, Abington, I found a man of 
unusual capabilities. Prompt, energetic and faithful, he 
brought to the discharge of his duties the enthusiasm and 
efficiency that won him recognition in other fraternal orders. 
The new constitution reduced to a minimum the ae 
of Surgeon and Inspector, but in the case of Dr. Hanley au 
Brother Bray, asin that of Judge Advocate Potter, I ee 
found complete readiness to assist in every WAY. Chief a 
Louis Epple was a model in his office. Of the District Ai Ss 
I feel especial commendation is due to the following 
brothers :— 
C. E. Bennett of Camp 5, Hudson. 
H. D. Packard of Camp 90, Shelburne Falls. 
Charles E. Bascom of Camp 107, Greenfield. 
A. R. MacAdam of Camp 35, Worcester. 
A. H. Newcomb of Camp 91, Ware. 
E. F. Kimball of Camp 28, Fitchburg. 
John E. Day of Camp 89, Brighton. 
G. M. Tucker of Camp 54, Medford. 
Everett H. Lynds of Camp 60, Holyoke. 
D. Murray Travis of Camp 59, So. Framin. 
Where all merit praise comparisons may S¢¢™ 


gham. 
odorous ; 
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but no disparagement is worked the others if I leave toa final 
word of approbation my Adjutant Edwin K. Porter and my 
Quartermaster Marcus H. Cotton to whose efficient conscienti- 
ous and tireless efforts I owe more than I can tell. Surely 
never did a Division Commander have assistants more faith- 
ful than they. 
RECOMMENDATION, 

In addition to recommendations in the body of this report 
I submit the following :— 

No. 7. That the sum of $100, be appropriated for extra 
clerk hire for the Division Commander. The sum allowed 
the last two years is a gross injustice to the Commander. 

No. 8. That the Per Capita Tax be fixed at eighty cents. 

No. 9. That twenty-five dollars be appropriated for the 
Anderson Flag Fund, if needed. 

No. 10. That the salary of the Adjutant and Quarter- 
master be fixed at one hundred dollars each. 

No. 11. That the next encampment be held February 
20, 21, 1903. 

CONCLUSOIN. 

In conclusion I wish to thank the Brothers of the Divi- 
sion for the honor conferred on mea year ago, and the uni- 
versal help and consideration I have received from them 
during my term of office. I have doubtless done less than 
they expected: I have surely done far less than I hoped ; but 
I lay down my trust more firmly convinced than ever before 
that our Order is founded on principles that are eternal ; that 
its influence is bound to extend from year to year, until 
throughout this broad land every one that is eligible will be 
proud to enroll himself as a Son of a Veteran. 

EDWARD H. LOUNSBURY, 
Division Commander. 


The reports of the other Division Officers were submitted 
in priut and distributed. 


Report of Senior Vice Division Commander. 
HEADQUARTERS MassacuusETTs Division SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Clinton, Mass., Feb. 8, 1902. 
Epwin K. Porter, Adjutant, 


Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother : 


Following the usual custom, I have the honor to submit herewith my report 
as Senior Vice Division Commander for the year ending February 22, 1902. 

The duties of my position as I have seen them and as they have been as- 
signed by Division Headquarters, have been attended to promptly and to the 
best of my ability. 

The usual round of camp fires and entertainments have been attended with 
pleasure to myself and with a realizing sense that while I could not to any great 
degree contribute to their success, I was fulfilling my duty in that regard. 

Invitations from Grand Army Posts and from the Mass. Dept. G. A. R. and 
the Womans’ Relief Corps, I have always responded to in person, feeling that 
while demands from our own Organization might be put aside if needs must, 
every nerve should be strained to answer the calls of the ‘Boys in Blue’? and 
their devoted allies the W. R. C. 

Thave been in a position to learn as never before the needs of the ‘‘country 
camps’? especially in Central Massachusetts. Many seem to be suffering from 
neglect. Located far from the seat of authority, they complain that they do not 
Teceive as prompt attention from Division Headquarters in supplying their pccce 
as would be desirable. If lack of funds is crippling the proper administration of 
affairs, would it not be well to first consider the needs of our local organizations 
before we pledge ourselves as a Division, as Camps, as members, or 2s individuals 
to any outside enterprise, whether journalistic or in the nature of LTTE 
our Order, which may, to be sure, reflect credit upon us; df can we afford ist 
On every hand is the cry of poverty, in the Division and in the SFE a aha 
Chief. The funds might well be spent in strengthening our Organization so t ee 
when the time comes we shall be in a position to render assistance to the needy 
veteran, which is the first and foremost principle of our Order. 

Thanking the Division for the honor conferred upon me one year ago, and 
the brothers in general for courtesies extended since, I remain, 


Yours most fraternally, 


JOSEPH H. YOUNG, 
Senior Vice Division Commander. 


18 
Report of Junior Vice Division Commander. 


HEADQUARTERS MassAcHusETTs Division Sons oF VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Office of Junior Vice Division Commander, 
Lowell, Mass., Feb. 8, 1902. 
Epwin K. Porrer, Adjutant, 
Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

I have the honor to submit my report as Junior Vice Division Comman- 
der for the term ending February 22, 1902. 

T have nothing of a serious nature to offer as my report. I have been con- 
tent to wear the proud title of Junior Vice Commander of this Division and have 
endeavored to perform the duties assigned to me in an impartial and upright 
manner, ever bearing in mind the duties of my position and the standing of the 
Massachusetts Division. I have endeavored to be present at all the camp fires 
and public gatherings where I have been invited, and they have been quite num. 
erous; and I am very much pleased to see the enthusiasm displayed all over the 
Division in our beloved Order; and I think that there would be more if our Division 
Officers could and would visit more of the Camps. In conclusion I wish to ex- 
press my thanks to each and every brother for their kind words and good wishes; 
to the Adjutant and Quartermaster for the very pleasant relations that have ex- 
isted between us, and to the Commander in severing my connection as a member 
of his official family. I express to him my sincere pleasure for having been one 
of them and I congratulate him on his excellent record. Let the motto of the 
Grand Old Bay State Division be from this time, ‘Onward ever onward.’? 

Very respectfully yours in F. C. and L., 
S. A. PICKERING, 


Junior Vice Division Commander. 


Report of Division Chaplain. 


HeapquarTERs MassACHUSETTS Division SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 
Office of Division Chaplain, 
Northborough, Feb. 10, 1902. 
Epwin K. Porter, Adjutant, 
Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 
J have the honor herewith to submit my report as Chaplain of the Massachu- 
setts Division Sons of Veterans, for the year ending February 22, 1902. 
The duties of the Division Chaplain are not very arduous, save for the mak- 
ing out of the annual report for the National Encampment. This I was enabled 
to do by the courtesy of the Camp Chaplains in promptly submitting their returns 
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of Memorial Day observances. It is gratifying to announce that more than half 
of these returns were received within a few days of the event. Five Camps made 
Noreturn, The failure of these Camps to to make returns reduces the percentage 
of “Camps reporting’? 44 per cent. 
This should not be. It is an easy matter to make out such reports, and in 
the future Camp Chaplains should see that this matter is promptly attended to. 
From the 106 Camps reporting, I have culled the following statistics: — 


Number of Brothers belonging to Camps, —- = y a BEBE) 
Number of Brothers in line on Memorial Day, i : y Pe) 
Number of Brothers armed and in line, - = ‘ Ms ee 
Number of Brothers uniformed and in line, - = # ; aD 
Number of firing squads furnished, - - oi - H UG 
Number of addresses delivered by S. of V., : 5 fe 38 
Number of Brothers attending services Memorial Day, % ¥ aS) 
Number of Camps observing Union Defenders’ Day, = q o2 
Number of deaths in Camps in last 12 months, = cs r ae 
Number of funerals attended by Camps in a body, G. A. R., ¥ ef 
Number of funerals attended by Camps in a body, S. of V., i 20 
Number of burials conducted by Camps, G. A.R., - 3 * a 
Number of burials conducted by Camps, S. of V.,_ - é %, oe 
Number of Camps using Memorial Service A, e - ¥ 2 
Number of Camps using Memorial Service B, a = ¥ : 
Number of Camps reporting, - - * . ae 
Number of Camps not reporting, - - 2 a i; 5 
Per cent. of Camps reporting, - - c 5 ¥ CL 


It is very gratifying to know that so many of our Camps lend assistance to 
the G. A. R. on Memorial Day. Memorial Day is the day of all Beye inert 
honored veterans, and as the years go by they need more and more the assistance 
of the ‘*Sons.’? Indeed, some of the smaller Posts could not observe the day 
but for the assistance which our Camps render. It was my pleasure Me attend 
two services on last Memorial Day—that of my own Camp in the morning, a 
that of a Camp in a neighboring town in the afternoon. The G- Lees 
that town turned out only five veterans (all they had who were able Oe cus 
and I shall never forget the joy with which those five men welcomed the seeltene 
of the visiting “*Sons.’? It was a little thing for us to do, and cost us only a 
cents each; but we were more than repaid by the happiness it gave toifivenys 
eran soldiers. 

Brethren: the purpose of our Organization, 
our fathers. Let us remember then that we cal 
Memorial Day, by helping them as they drop the spring flowers 
membrance on the graves of their fallen comrades. 

Respectfully submitted in F. C. and L., A 
JOSIAH C. KENT, Division Chaplain. 


as I understand it, is to assist 
n most effectually do this on 
nd tears of re- 
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Report of Division Inspector. 


HEADQUARTERS MASSACHUSETTS Division, SONS OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Office of Division Inspector, 
Lynn, Mass., Feb. 8, 1902. 
Epwin K. Porter, Adjutant, 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

In accordance with the requirements of the Constitution I herewith present 
my report as Division Inspector for the term ending Feb. 22, 1902. 

Assuming the position with a sense of the responsibility connected therewith 
I am somewhat disappointed that circumstances so shaped themselves that practi- 
cally no work was required of me. 

At a conference with Commander Lounsbury it was learned that an error 
had occurred in the transcription of the stenographic notes of the 19th National 
Convention, and a motion to the effect that inspections were to be heldin January 
and February had been omitted. At this conference it was thought best to write 
to the Commander-in-Chicf for advice relative to the time of holding inspection. 
A reply was received recommending the postponing of inspection until January 
and February, 1902, and the following circular was accordingly issued to the 
Camps: 


HEADQUARTERS MASSACHUSETTS Division, Sons oF VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Office of Division Inspector, 
Lynn, Mass., Nov. 11, 1901. 

At the 19th Annual Encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief the time of 
Camp inspection was changed to the months of January and February. 

Owing to the omission of this change from the printed proceedings of the 
Convention, no official notice was received at headquarters until too late to have 
the inspection take place at the time specified. 

In accordance with the above, no inspection will be held this year, but an in- 
spection will probably take place the latter part of January and the first of 
February, 1902. 

Itis earnestly requested that @//elections of officers take place at the first meet- 
ing in December, and that Captains-elect immediately select their staff, at the 
same time requesting them to familiarize themselves with their duties as early as 
possible, to the end that a creditable inspection may be had. 

Brothers! This is an opportunity for the officers of the Camps of Massachu- 
setts to show what they can do. Will they be equal to the occasion? We be- 
lieve they will. 
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The Inspector’s office is at No. 21 Ireson Avenue, where all communications 
should be addressed. 

GEORGE L. BRAY, Inspector. 
Approved: E. H. Lounssury, Commander. 
Official: Epwin K. Porter, Adjutant. 


Somewhat later, and after having given the subject considerable thought, as 
well as making a schedule of the probable dates of inspection, it was found that 
many of the Camps would have but two meetings, and that one Camp (No. 63) 
would have its officers installed and the Camp inspected at the same time, in 
order to have any report at the Convention to be held Feb. 21-22, 1902, During 
the summer there were various rumors in circulation relative to inspection which 
it wis hoped would be settled at the National Convention held at Providence, R. I. 

Under all the circumstances it was recommended to the Division Commander 
that the inspections be further postponed until after the Convention to be held 
Feb, 21-22, 1902, believing that with so little time between installation of officers 
and inspection of the Camps the latter would be practically valueless. This view 
of the situation was concurred in by the Commander, and consequently no in- 
spections have taken place. 

In retiring from the position of Inspector I wish to tender my sincere thanks 
to the Division Commander for the honor conferred in the appointment, and also 
to the Officers at Division Headquarters for courtesies shown. 


Yours in F., C. and L., : 
GEO, L. BRAY, Inspector. 


Report of Mustering Officer. 


HEADQUARTERS MassACHUSETTS Division, Sons OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Office of Mustering Officer, 
Boston, Feb. 21, 1902. 


Epwin K. Porter, Adjutant, 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A- 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

In accordance with the Constitution, Rules and Regulations of the Order, I 
herewith submit to you the following report as the doings of this office for the 
Past year. 

When I received my appointment in May I found it was too late for much 
work to be done before the summer vacations, although several letters were 
written trying to get parties interested in our work. I also decided from the first 
hot to start a new Camp unless I could do so with the support of the local G. A. 
R. Post; and so far not a camp has been mustered without having such support. 
T do not believe we can afford to hurry the formation of new camps; but from now 
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on we should so guard ourselves that when we do muster one it should be so 
started that it would live forever. While we are not able to report as many new 
camps mustered as some previous years, I do feel that what we have mustered are 
camps which have come to stay. 

The following camps have been mustered the past year : — 

March 27. Maj. John A, Cummings Camp 3, Somerville—49 members, by 
Mustering Officer A. E. Phelps. 

May 20. A. L. Hopkins Camp 16, Williamstown—19 members, by Judge 
Advocate James Tracy Potter. 

’ May 27. Col. E. F. Jones Camp 113, East Pepperell—22 members, by 
Mustering Officer G. E. Hunt. 

June 4. James R. Lay Camp 44, Westfield—22 members, by Past Capt. E. 
H. Lynds, Camp 60. 

Feb. 20. Gen. John M. Corse Camp 57, North Attleboro —23 members, by 
Mustering Officer G. E. Hunt. 

I certainly believe we could have submitted a larger list, but I question if in 
the long run it would have not been a detriment tothe Order. Preliminary meet- 
ings have been held in Milford with a committee from the Post and eligible sons, 
and in a few weeks we shall be able to muster a Camp there which will be a good 
one. 

Correspondence has been opened with the G. A. R. Posts in Rockland and 
Attleboro and by a little more work in these places, good camps can be organized. 
I find in corresponding with some of the Posts in places which have had a camp 
and which has disbanded, a feeling prevails that the time has not yet arrived 
when in their judgment a successful camp could be mustered. In all such cases 
I certainly think it is policy for us to wait until such time as we can show the 
Posts that the time has come; as I do not believe we can afford to muster many 
more Camps and allow them to disband, if we ever expect to make our Order 
what it should be. 

In closing I wish to thank the Division Commander and all other Brothers 
who have assisted me the past year and to wish for my successor a pleasant and 
Prosperous year. 

Respectfully submitted F., C. and L., 
GEORGE E. HUNT, 
Mustering Officer 
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Report of Judge Advocate. 


HEADQUARTERS MassacHusETts Division, Sons OF VETERANS, U. S. A. 


Office of Judge Advocate, North Adams, Feb. 5, 1902. 


Epwin K. Porter, Adjutant, 
Massachusetts Division, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother: 

I herewith submit a report of the many and vexatious matters which have 
presented themselyes during the term of my office just closing. 

The Division and the Camps have this year lived in unruptured harmony. 
No abtruse section of the Constitution needed interpretation. No weighty prob- 
lems have been presented for solution, and thus I have been able to give my un- 
trammelled attention to my law practice. 

However, I have had one great pleasure. The Commander delegated me 
to muster the new Camp at Williamstown, A. L. Hopkins Camp, No. 16. This 
I did on the night of May 20, 1901, assisted by a goodly number of the members 
of Camp No. 9 of North Adams. Twice before a Camp had been located at 
Williamstown, and both had disbanded after a brief career. I was skeptical about 
the new one; but I was wrong. It started off with a membership of 19, and has 
added a number since, and is the most active and enthusiastic of our Western 
Camps and should have recognition on the staff of our new Commander. ; 

The Judge Advocate desires to thank the Commander for his staff appoint- 
ment. The Western Camps are so far from the seat of government that they are 
never in close touch with the administration and so have to depend upon them- 
selves for their life and enthusiasm. For this they are to be commended. They 
are not as vigorous as they were ence. It would be a help if every Commander 
had a representative in some one of the Western Camps. It would thus bring 
them in closer touch with the organization. 

Respectfully, 


JAMES TRACY POTTER, 
Judge Advocate. 


Report of Division Adjutant. 


ETERANS, U. S. A. 


HEADQUARTERS MASSACHUSETTS Division, Sons OF V! ‘ 
1902. 


: Woburn, Feb. 21, 
Epwarp H. Lounspury, Commander, 
Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. S- A- 
Dear Sir and Brother : 
In accordance with the requirements of the Constitution and Laws of the 
Order, I herewith respectfully present the report of the Adjutant for the year 
ending February 22, 1902: 
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The reports of the several Division Officers are herewith transmitted. 

From the time the duties of Adjutant was assumed by me, the details con- 
nected with the various departments of our Order and the time and strength 
necessary to properly attend to them have led me to appreciate the efforts of the 
many predecessors of the several Division offices. 

The matters requiring the attention of the Adjutant have been many and 
varied, and compare favorably in number with those reported by previous admin- 
istrations. It has been the custom to give each request or inquiry its warranted 
attention and to answer all correspondence with promptness. 

I trust our Order will so enlarge and in the near future that we shall be able 
to support permanent headquarters with an Adjutant who can devote his entire 
time to the affairs of the office and of the Division. Few of the Brothers except 
those who have been‘associated with previous or present incumbents, realize the 
work involved. We cannot say unnecessary work, for as we have a prescribed 
system it is necessary to conform to its minutest details in order to secure the best 
results. The present system I dare say will be modified to more or less extent as 
time goes on and no doubt will be less complex and with less of the regular army 


forms and requirements. : 
The consolidated report for the year ending Dec. 31, 1901, is as follows: 


Camps. Members. 
1901 1900 
Number in good standing according to Adjutant’s 
report December 31, 1900, 3 & - 114 3257-8811 
GAINS. 
By Muster, - - = - 7 : G - 4 582 587 
By Transfer, - 3 . c ty = = = ts we 39 
By Reinstatement, - . ; o = - = a2 230 319 
Total, - -  - 120 4107 4206 
LOSSES. 
By Disbandment, ~ - = E : * 1 a Ss 
By Death, : = s 7 - a a 
By Honorable Discharges = 2 : 2 = a 
By Transfer, - = 2 ¥ rs i e 
By Suspension, = = = ‘ ;. 2 8 72S 1% 
By Dishonorable Discharge, ~ ee 
Totals Po. =. a8 9 850 949 
December 31, 1901, 111 3257 3257 


Number in good standing 
Since the beginning of the year one Camp has been mustered—Gen. John 


23 members—the membership of which 
57, of North Attleboro, ; 
piebaed aoa ie above figures; so that the Division shows a net gain of 23 


members since the last Encampment. 
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CAMPS GAINED BY MUSTER. 

March 27--Major John A. Cummings, Camp 3, Somerville, 48 members. 
By Mustering Officer A. E. Phelps. 

May 20—A. L. Hopkins, Camp 16, Williamstown, 19 members. By Judge 
Advocate James Tracy Potter. 

May 27—Col. E. F. Jones, Camp 113, East Pepperell, 22 members. By 
Mustering Officer George E. Hunt. 

June 4—James R. Lay, Camp 44, Westfield, 22 members. By Past Captain 
E. H. Lynds. 

February 20 --Gen. John M. Corse, Camp 57, North Attleboro, 23 members. 

CAMPS LOST BY SUSPENSION AND DISBANDMENT. 

Camp 47, Canton—Disbanded March 31, 1901. 

Camp 85, Blackstone—Dishanded March 31, 1901. 

Camp 133, Ashland —Disbanded March 31, 1901. 

Camp 135, Concord—Suspended August 14, 1901. 

Camp 31, Southbridge—Suspended December 20, 1901. 

Camp 74, Groveland—Suspended December 20, 1901. 

Camp 139, West Medway—Suspended February 18, 1901. 
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NET GAIN OR LOSS OF EACH CAMP IN GOOD STANDING FROM DECEMBER 
31, 1900, TO DECEMBER 31, 1901, NOT INCLUDING CAMPS 
MUSTERED DURING THE YEAR. 


Camp | Gain | Loss || Camp | Gain | Loss || Camp | Gain | Loss |} Camp | Gain |Loss 
| 
1 63 34 1 75 112 10 
2 8 35 | 10 76 8 115 2 
4 7 36 16 17 116 1 
5 5 37 5 78 10 118 4 
6 2 38 3 719 4 121 2 
8 3 39 5 80 4 123 4 
9 3 40 3 81 4 124 2 
10 2 41 6 84 3 125 
11 6 42 1 87: 7 126 2 
12 2 43 7 88 3 129 4 
13 1 45 20 89 r 130 8 
14 1 46 2 90 131 1 
15 49 2 91 1 134 5 
17 52 9 93 8 136 4 
18 5 53 94 13 139 
19 2 54 6 96 141 6 
20 3 59 4 97 142 1 
21 8 60 5 98 144 
22 62 2 99 1 145 3 
23 9 63 2 100 1 146 13 
24 5 64 6 101 1 149 
25 2 65 25 103 2 
26 6 66 16 104 2 
27 8 67 11 105 4 
28 5 69 106 1 
29 5 70 7 107 3 
30 5 71 108 15 
32 4 72 1 109 4 
33 4 73 5 111 1 
The following Camps show a net gain of 5 or more during the year: — 
Camp No. 1, Lynn, - : : : - 63 members. 
«ce € 65, Athol, - - 23 se 
«« «94, Marlboro, 
se «€ 146, Hyde Park, 13 sf 
« «35, New Bedford, 10 « 
“6 66-78, Lowell, - 10 ca 
«¢ «112, Oxford, - 10 “ 


s¢ 6 2, Worcester, 
«ee 4, Danvers, - 
SS s* 64, Spencer, 

«« «98, Fitchburg, 
«« «37, Gardner, - 
SS «* 39, Merrimac, 
«« «60, Holyoke, 


5 
= é . 13 “ 


se 4¢ 23, Reading, - = 


ADMAAAIHO 
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All of the camps mustered during the year with one exception have shown 


gains: — 


Camp No. 3, Somerville, - : 18 members in 3 quarters. 
«6 16, Williamstown, . & 6 « “ag “ 
sc «44, Westfield, = - - - a ss «“g “ 


The exception is explained by the peculiar circumstances of the case. 
Eighteen camps show a gain of over 20 per cent. during the year, as 
follows :— 


Camp No, 1, Lynn, - - - - ae 105 per cent. 
«6 28, Reading, - - - - - 85 sf ff 
«6 66, Athol, = - - - . . - ay Gy 
“446, Hyde Park; - += + + - 68 | & 
«© « 105, Belchertown, - 2 ‘ 3 L 49 4's 
«112, Oxford, - - - - - - 36s <s 
«84, Enfieldy - - - = . . 33 «6 (ss 
«78, Lowell, - - - - . . BL ss 
sc «94, Marlboro, - - - - - 30s" ff 
eee we 4, Danvers, = = S = 3 a9 ss s 
«48, Berlin, = - - - - - - 29 sonnet 
«33, Plainfield, - - . - . aT ss oss 
«c «35, New Bedford, - - = - - 2 feeble 
cae) SS 2, Worcester, * cs = _ - QB ime te 
sce 39, Merrimac, 4 & 5 S 5 Pp PMG 
te «64, Spencer, - = ts Fs & 5 Py Go 


«© «© 107, Greenfield, - QLiEs ff 


In addition the following camps organized during the year show notable 
gains for two or three quarters:— 


Camp No. 3, Somerville, - ‘ Ss £ - 37 per cent. 
ies go « « 
«« « 16, Williamstown, - = = - Soin 
«ce 44, Westfield, - 2 8 = - 18 


The amount received for per capita tax during the year Was $2684.45 as per 
receipts given by the Quartermaster. 

To those Captains together with their First Sergeants and Coa eae 
Sergeants who have been prompt in forwarding quarterly reports, T ete 
sincere thanks and trust their example will so speed throughout the Dee rc 
the labor of my successors will be greatly reduced. In this aes es 
specially mention the prompt receipt of reports from Camps No. 1,2, 6,11, ye a. 
32, 35, 36, 37, 40, 42, 43, 49, 52, 53, 62, 65, 67, 69, 73, 80, 81, 87, 88, i if 
98, 99, 101, 106, 107, 111, 112, 116, 123, 126, 129, 180, 186, 141; all of whic 
were invariably received within 10 days from the close of the quarter. There are 
many other Camps whose reports were also received promptly for three quarters 
for which I commend them. 
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It has been the expectation that every member in our Order should receive 
“The Banner” as is his due, and considerable effort has heen put forward to 
achieve that end, but up to the present time it is doubtful if all are rece ig the 
paper as intended. To these Captains who have forwarded their corrected mail- 
ing list, there should be no annoyances or complaints on account of non-receipt 


of copies. 

I desire to call attention to the reports of money expended for charity and of 
the number of Veterans and families and members of the Order and families as 
reported relieved on quarterly reports. It has evidently been the practice in 
camps to ignore these sections of the reports, thereby doing themselves and the 
Division an injustice. I would suggest that all efforts. in charity be more fully 
recorded that the work we are performing may be better known. 

The various books of the Adjutant’s department have been kept up to the 
standard of my predecessors. Many of the early books of the Division and of 
disbanded camps have been journeying around about the State, causing expense 
in addition to becoming worn and useless. It is only a question of time when it 
will became necessary to have a permanent location for these or else consign 
them elsewhere. 

I desire to express my .appreciation for the many acts of service cheerfully 
performed by Quartermaster Marcus H. Cotton, and in closing to thank you for 
the aid and assistance shown me during the twelve months. 

As I lay down the duties of the office I will note that in my belief the Massa- 
chusetts Division is on a good foundation upon which to erect its future useful and 
patriotic structure, that as time points out to us our opportunities we shall by rea- 
son of our past experience be better able to carry out the high moral and fraternal 
work devolying upon us. 

I trust that the conduct of the Adjutant’s office has been satisfactory alike 
to you.and the Division and with best wishes for the future success of both, Iam, 
Yours fraternally, 

EDWIN K. PORTER, 
Adjutant. 
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Report of Division Quartermaster. 


HeapquarTers Massacnuserts Division Sons OF VETERANS, U.S. A. 
Woburn, Mass., February 21, 1902. 
To Epwin K. Porter, Adjutant, 
Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. S. A. 
Dear Sir and Brother : 
I herewith submit my report of the financial transactions of this department 
for the year ending February 15, 1902. 


RECEIPTS. 
Received from Past Div. Com. F. E. Warner, $168.22 
Received from Per Capita Tax, $2,684.45 
Received from Supplies, 380.50 
Received from Charter Fees, 85.00 
Received Contributions for Army Nurses, 80.00 
————_ $8,229.95 
Total Receipts, $3,398.17 
EXPENDITURES. 
Army Nurses Association, $ 80.00 
Banner, 650.40 _ 
Charter Fees, 13.00. 
Division Council, 6.50 
Division Encampment (19th) :— 
Reports, $135.00 
Stenographer, 30.00 
— 165.00 
Division Encampment (20th) : —~ 
Banquet Estimate, 25.00 
General Estimate, 100.00 
ue ae 125.00 
National Encampment :— 
Entertainment, 79.05 
General, 13.75 
a, 92.80 
Office Expenses :— 
Adjutant Salary, 100.00 
Q. M. Salary, 100.00 
Clerk Hire, 50.00 
Express, 17.00 
Insurance, 7.05 « 


Miscellaneous, 38.99 
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Postage, syi88 
Printing, 117.33 
Rent, 20.00 
— 541.20 
Per Capita Tax, 535.84 
Supplies, 368.44 
Travelling Expenses, 178.32 
Warner, F. E., Authorized by 19th Encampment, 50.00 
Wolcott Memorial Association, 25.00 
Total Expenditures, $2,831.50 
Balance, $566.67 
Amount of Supplies on hand Feb. 22, 1902, $70.51 
Amount of Supplies on hand Feb. 22, 1901, 68.20 
Increases —_— $2.31 
CONTRIBUTORS TO ARMY NURSE ASSOCIATION FUND. 
Camp 1, Lynn, $5.00 
3, Somerville, 5.00 
6, Beverly, 1.40 
11, Whitman, 5.00 
54, Medford, 5.00 
62, Everett, 1.00 
66, Woburn, 1.42 
94, Marlboro, 5.00 
101, Westminster, 2.00 
115, Duxbury, 1.40 
145, Roxbury, 2.00 
*Collection at Encampment, 45.78 
ollection = $80.00 
Expended by Camps for Relief during year, ® e 5 3 $1,036.12 


Respectfully submitted, 


MARCUS H. COTTON, Quartermaster. 


Report of the Division Council called for; the Secretary, 
Brother Howard, requested further time, which was granted. 

On motion of Past Division Commander Fred E, Warner, 
jt was Voted that the Encampment adjourn to meet Saturday, 
February 22, 1902, at 9.30 a. mu. 
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FaNneviL HALL, Boston, MASs., 
FEBRUARY 22, 1902. 


MORNING SESSION. 


The Encampment was called to orderat 10 0’clocka m., 
by Division Commander Lounsbury. 

The following officers were present : 

Division Commander, Edward H. Lounsbury. 

Junior Vice Division Commander, Samuel A. Pickering. 

| Division Council, Fred E. Warner, John A. Baxter, 
Frank E. Howard. 

Adjutant, Edwin K. Porter. 

Quartermaster, Marcus H. Cotton. 

Mustering Officer, George E. Hunt. 

Judge Advocate, James Tracy Porter, Esq- 

Sergeant Major, Frank E. Cotton. 

Q. M. Sergeant, Wallace Williams. 

Chief Aid, Louis Epple. 

The following were absent : 

*Senior Vice Division Commander, Joseph H. Young. 

Surgeon, Francis J. Hanley, M. D. 

Chaplain, Rey. Josiah C. Kent. 

tinspector, George I. Bray. i 

The Chair appointed Past Captain James C- Smith of 
Camp 52, to act as Senior Vice Division Commander, and 
Past Division Commander Leonard C. Couch, to act as Chap- 
lain. 

The Chair appointed Past Captain W. F- Sampson, ai 
Camp 26, as a member of the Committee on Constitution and 
Laws, to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Past 
Captain Reynolds. 


* Reported later, 
+ Detained by death in the family. 
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The Committee on Credentials asked for further exten- 
sion of time, which was granted. 
The Division Council asked for a further extension of 
time, which was granted. 
The Committee on Ritual reported progress. 
On motion of Past Division Commander, Fred E. War- 


ner, it was 
Vorep: To dispense with the calling of the roll. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON OFFICERS’ REPORT. 


On motion of Past Division Commander Fred E. War- 
ner, seconded by Captain F. H. Brock of Camp 65, it was 

Votrep: That the report be read section by section and 
each section acted upon separately. 

Chairman Warner of the Committee on Officers’ Reports 
presented the following recommendations of the Division 
Commander: ? 

First: ‘That a suitable prize or prizes be offered by the Division to the 
camp or camps showing the largest gain per cent. during the current year.” 
Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 

After considerable discussion as to the feasibility of the 
above recommendation, it was 

Vorep: To lay the matter upon the table. 


GREETINGS FROM THE WOMAN’S RELIEF CORPS. 


It was at this time announced that Mrs. Dorcas H. Ly- 
man, Department President of the Woman’s Relief Corps and 
Mrs. Katherine E. Stillings, Chairman of the Executive 
Board of the Woman’s Relief Corps, were in waiting. 

On motion it was 

Vorrp: That they be admitted. 

The Commander appointed the Officer of the day and the 
Judge Advocate to escort them to the platform. : 

After being introduced by the Division Commander, Mrs. 
Lyman addressed the Encampment, saying : i 


“I think there is no doubt but that you realize, from the fact that my friend 
Mrs. Stillings, the Chairman of the Executive Board, and myself have come to 
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this Encampment this morning in the storm, that we are loyal to the Sons of 
Veterans; but it is a pleasure and a privilege to look into the faces of these young 
men in whom I have been interested since the organization of your Order. I 
have tried to be loyal to you boys, and have always had an interest in the work 
that you are doing—perpetuating the memory and the deeds of your fathers. I 
bless you for it. It isa noble work and I trust that as the years go on the mem- 
bership of this organization will increase; and I bring to you this morning the 
greetings of the Department of Massachusetts Woman’s Relief Corps, and pledge 
to you loyalty in the coming year. Whatever we can do in the interests of this 
Order, we are willing and ready to do.”? (Applause.) 

“We will stand by you in whatever we do and we wish you a prosperous 
convention. I do not know whether you have elected your new officers or not, 
but I wish before going, at this time to extend to you my congratulations and 
thanks for the kindness that you have ever shown the organization of the Wo- 
man’s Relief Corps. Ithank you personally for itand to your organization, boys, 
I pledge my own loyalty, and that of the Department of Massachusetts I wish 
you God speed.’? (Applause.) 

Mrs. Katherine E. Stillings, Chairman of the Executive 
Board of the Woman’s Relief Corps was next introduced, and 


addressed the Encampment as follows: 

“Brothers of this Encampment, Iam very glad of this occasion to come 
personally and look into the faces of so many. that I recognize as such staunch 
helpers to us in the days that have gone by. Something has been said about 
our help to the Sons; but I fail to see where we have been anything like 
the assistance to them that the Sons of Veterans have been to us.’? (Applause-) 

“T have had the pleasure on several occasions of having some of your boys 
tell me that under my supervision they had worked harder than they ever had 
before. I was delighted to be in a position to start them a hustling a little more 
than usual,’ 

“Seriously, I have only one thought to leave with you, for it seems to me 
that you have inherited a noble inheritance from your fathers; and we women of 
the land expect you to take up that inheritance, to grow up ina grand and noble 
manner, and teach reverence to the flag that your fathers died for—to help the 
women of the nation to teach the rising generation the love and reverence of that 
flag—to live for it and if need be die for it. How can you do this? It is simply 
by individually, and it seems to me collectively as well, holding yourself as men 
in such a manner,—conducting your daily lives, wherever you are, and whomever 
you are with, in such a manner that it will attract attention to the organization. 
In that way you can enlarge your ranks. And in that I say God speed; and tell 
you it is not only your duty to do this, but that the women expect it of you, and 
failing, you would be falling short of your duty. Whatever you do, if it be 
foolish or unwise, never do it in your uniform; never do it when you have the 
badge of your organization pinned upon your breast.’’ Applause.) 
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Three cheers were given the ladies as they left the hall. 

Division Commander Lounsbury: You will now listen to 
the further report of the Committee on Officers’ Reports. 

Chairman Warner, (resuming) 

SEeconp: ‘That of the funds now in the Treasury, the sum of three hundred 
dollars ($300) be appropriated and set aside as a permanent fund in the hands 
of trustees, and allowed to accumulate until such a time as the income there- 
of, and of future additions thereto shall, with the annual appropriation, be suffi- 
cient to maintain suitable permanent headquarters.” 

Recommendation of the Committee—That the sum of 
one hundred dollars ($100) be appropriated, instead of three 
hundred dollars ($300) as recommended by the Division 
Commander. Adopted. 

Tuirp: ‘‘The continuance of the Conference Committee, to be enlarged at 
the discretion of the next Division Commander.” 

Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 
Adopted. 

Fourtu: ‘That the system of Aids be continued; that the number of dis- 
tricts be very materially reduced so that the Aids may have a sufficient number of 
Camps to visit, to be able to form by comparison an intelligent judgment, and 
also that the position may, because of its increased responsibility, be one of con- 
siderable dignity; that the men to fill these positions be experienced men, and 
yet men whose enthusiasm for the Order has not died out with their acquirement 
of ‘‘past honors;’” that there should be two visitations to each camp a year; one 
in the early spring, that any faults may be brought to the attention of the Head- 
quarters and remedy applied; and one late in the fall, when the results of the 
year’s work may be obtained and proper recognition given; that the Aids be di- 
rected to turn their attention to practical difficulties with especial reference to the 
means of strengthening the individual Camps.”’ 

Recommendation of the Committee—That this be com- 
mended favorably to the incoming Division Commander. 


Adopted. 
GREETINGS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF VETERANS. 
At this point a delegation from the Daughters of Veter- 
ans was reported at the outposts. Business was suspended, 
and the Chair appointed the Officer of the Day, the Judge 


Advocate and Past Captain W. H. C. Noble, Camp 14, to 
escort the delegates to the platform, 
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Miss Tiileston, Chairman of the Greeting Committee from 
the Daughters of Veterans, was introduced by Commander 
Lounsbury, and addressed the Encampment as follows: 

“Commander Lounsbury and Brothers :—It having pleased the President of 
the Division of Massachusetts of the Daughters of Veterans to appoint its most 
diminutive follower to speak in its behalf, I think the speech will bequite in 
Proportion to the speaker. It is perhaps the first time that I have been in an 
assembly of this organization, although many of the brothers are familiar to me, 
having been brought up with nothing but brothers, all of whom have been Sons 
of Veterans, some time or other.’’ Wave 

“I bring with me the best greeting of the Twelfth Massachusetts Division 
Convention of the Daughters of Veterans, and they wish you all success in the 
coming year, and for all years’? (Applause. ) 


As the delegates from the Daughters of Veterans left the 
hall they were given three cheers. 


Commander Lounsbury: You will now listen to the fur- 
ther report of the Committee on Officers’ Reports. 
Chairman Warner (resuming) 

Firtu: That the incoming Commander be authorize ; 
the Commanders of the other New England Divisions with a view of formin, 
association which shall provide for an annual meeting in the summer. 

Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass- 
Adopted. 
SIxTH: That the limit of price for tickets (Division Banquet) be $1.25, 
is voted to have a banquet. 
Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass- 
Adopted. Mite: for 
SEVENTH: That the sum of $100 be appropriated for extra GSO 
the Division Commander. 

Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass- 
Adopted. 

EIGHTH: That the per capita tax be fixed at eighty (80) cents: 

Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to 
Adopted. 

Bas That twenty-five dollars ($25) be appropriated forpmcebnccrs 
ville Flag Fund, if needed. 

Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 
Adopted. 


d to communicate with 
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TENTH: That the salary of the Adjutant and Quartermaster be fixed at one 
hundred dollars ($100) a year each. 
Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 


GREETINGS FROM THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC. 
At this time it was announced that Gen. Wilmon W. 
Blackmar, Department Commander of the G. A.R., attended 

by Assistant Adjutant Gen. E. P. Preble, was in waiting. 
Division Commander Lounsbury appointed Past Divi- 
sion Commander Fred E. Bolton and Past Division Com- 
mander Charles F. Sargent, as a committee to escort them to 


the platform. 
"The officers were received with the greatest enthusiasm. 
Commander Lounsbury said: 
OFFICERS AND BROTHERS OF THE TwentieTH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT: 
I have the honor to present to you the Department Commander of the G. A. 
R. of Massachusetts. 
General Blackmar addressed the Encampmentas follows : 
“It is a long time since I have seenyou boys. (Laughter). As I look down upon 
my friend, your Brother Howland, with whom I touched elbows very recently, it 
seems as if I were the subject of a dream and suddenly awakening found that the 
walls of the room had disappeared and this Convention was the continuance of 
-prandial of last evening. 
the poe had a glorious time last night. I do not know when I have met a 
more enthusiastic and earnest audience than that which greeted me so hand- 
somely at the banquet last night. I was inspired. It had awakened the feelings 
of the old soldier and perhaps he talked a little too loud and a little too long, 
but there was not 4 nde he said that did not come from a heart that is warm 
Fi is old comrades. 
sg cae ee from your meeting about ten o’clock and was presented to your 
beautiful sisters. ‘They were very nice girls, ang T worked off a part of that same 
speech on them and told them that they were my girls,’ that Thad just come from 
their Brothers; and that it was ® very promising family. We had a very de- 
lightful time there, they were very enthusiastic; they had a flag drill which ended 
with great tenderness to that dear old stars and stripes of ours, We may well 
ye ‘aaa aneiGs Ad R. They pledged themselves to do, and help to do the 
imitate i Phe iag ite possible for them to do, that you are pledged to do. 
. t while ago, from this very platform (we have to catch 
ong from something that comes to us in such a meeting, and 
casa! Sy ane pa I heard pamenisey, that the War of the Rebellion had 
lowered the standard of manhood in America. When you get to be fifty thou- 


same wor 
«It was hot a grea 
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sand strong, no man in existance will stand in Faneuil Hall and talk that 
Nonsense. . P 

{ “‘Lower the standard of manhood in America? Does the offering of one’s 
life for a great principle, does the standing shoulder to shoulder in the face of 
deadly peril with men you learned to love as brothers, does the support of the 
flag of one’s Country without hope of reward, without money or anything that 
can be measured by the mercenary measurements of the world in which we live, 
do such experiences tend to lower the standard of manhood? 

“I do not know what the old fellow meant and do not much care, but I am 
much obliged to him for he has given mea text. I suppose he had seen some 
poor wretch along the great highway, from which our army had to be selected, 
perhaps the poor fellow had learned somewhere bad habits, and had become 
shiftless and very much the worse for his misfortunes. _ Is it fair for these critics 
to take such a poor unfortunate fellow and hold him up as a sample veteran? I 
tell you boys, you need not be ashamed of the old father. | Why, I said here in 
Faneuil Hall to my comrades, five hundred or six hundred of them, facing me as 
you are now, that I wished any of the critics of the G. A. R., either as a body 
of investigation or individuals, could come and look into the faces of those dear 
old fellows and then I would challenge them to match that audience by any other 
audience that shall gatherin this hall for the next twelve months. (Great Applause) 5 
that if any man would name one hundred men who had not worn the uniform | 
of his Country, who were the leading justices, lawyers, doctors and professional 
men of all kinds, merchants, manufacturers or bankers, I would guarantee to 
match them man for man, with men who did wear the uniform of their country, 
who are their peers in every possible respect.’? (Applause). 

d “Nobody has taken up that challenge yet, and J fear they never will. I 
did say, that the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts was @ sol- 
dier—the son of Oliver Wendell Holmes. I did say that there were two Justices 
on the Superior Court Bench who had worn the uniform; and I went on in that 
way, I found that I had interested the Superior Court, for I received a note 
saying, ‘Why don’t you tell the whole truth when you are talking, Blackmar? 
There are five of us on the bench.’ Is not that pretty good for forty years after 
the war? (Great Applause). 

“But, boys, do not let us boast, do not let us brag, but remember this, that 
the old men who are in the G.A.R., are not to be spoiled by a little kindly credit 
and praise at this late day. Do not be afraid to say @ kind thing to your 
father or grandfather, or their co:nrades, for fear of turning their heads. Boys, 
do not wait until we gather around their graves before 2 kind, encouraging or 
pleasant word is said. 3 

“I know what it is, right in the middle of the business of the Convention, to 
be interrupted, and I know what the place of the speaker is on occasions like 
this, to say a few earnest words to the members, and then say as I say,—‘My 
sons, God bless you in the work you are doing; remain firm and steadfast; re- 
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member your best friends and stand by them; that the world may truly say that 
you are true sons and can march shoulder to shoulder in a good cause, as did the 
ald boys, your fathers, until the war closed at Appomattox.’ ’? (Great applause.) 

As the Comrades were leaving the hall they were given 
three times three cheers. 


GREETINGS OF THE ARMY NURSES. 


Mrs. Fannie T. Hazen, President of the Massachusetts 


Army Nurses Association was next introduced and addressed 
the Encampment as follows :— 
“Sons of Veterans; 

I bring you today the loyal greetings of the old Nurses of Massachusetts. We 
are few in number, only sixty left, but our hearts follow youin your work. We 
congratulate you upon the advance you have made this year and hope that you 
will go on and on until your highest ideals are realized.” 

‘No other organization in the world, except the G. A. R., has stood for so 
many years, the greatest, grandest and noblest of all patriotic organizations.’ 
So can you, if you remember what your fathers have been. You have no idea of 
the heights you can attain. Your organization will stand prominent above all 
others. In your hands will be left the welfare of the Country your fathers saved. 
You celebrate this day, Washington’s Birthday, the Father of our Country, the 
Country your ancestors founded years ago, the Country your fathers saved. To- 
day there is not another nation in the world that can begin to compare with this 
nation. Do you realize that all this greatness and honor is yours, being Sons of 
Veterans.’ (Applause.) 

“J bid you God Speed in your work and trust that I may live for many years 
to see you progress, and I now bid you a cordial good bye for the day.” 
(Applause. ) 

As Mrs. Hazen was leaving the hall she was given three 


cheers. 


Commander Lounsbury : (addressing Chairman Warner) 
—Have you any further report to make? 
Chairman Warner: (resuming). 
ELEeveNTH: That the next Encampment be held on February 21, 22, 1903. 
Recommendation of the Committee—That the Encamp- 
ment be held on February 20, 21, 1903. 
After considerable discussion it was 


hs 
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VorEep: That the next Encampment be a two days ses- 
sion, to be held some time in the month of February, 1903, 
precise dates to be determined by the Division Council. 
On motion it was 
VorEp: To adopt the entire report of the Committee on 
Officers’ Report, as amended. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 


The Committee on Credentials at this time reported as 
follows :— 


Sitting Captains, 42 


Delegates, 80 
Alternates, 16 
Past Captains, 164 

Total, 302 


On motion of Past Captain Harry M. Holbrook, Camp 
46, it was 


Vormp: That the Encampment adjourn to meet at 
1.30 P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The afternoon session of the Encampment was caliedare 
order at 1.50 p. m., by Division Commander Lounsbury. 
Commander Lounsbury said :— 

“We have received the greetings of the Daughters of Ve 


Proper to return the compliment. _If there is no objection I P 
mittee to visit the Daughters of Veterans and convey our greetings: 


No objection being offered, Commander Lounsbury 
appointed:—Past Division Chaplain Edwin F. Tuttle, and 
Past Captain Tilton S. Bell, Camp 106, as the committee. 

The Committee on Constitution and Laws was granted 
further time. 


terans and it will be 
will appoint 2 Com- 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


Chairman Bolton, presented the following report :— 
Resolutions presented by W. J. Sanborn of Camp 54. 


RESOLVED: That a [committee of five be appointed by the Division Com- 
mander, whose duty it shall be to consider and formulate ways and means for the 
upbuilding of the Order. Said committee shall have authority, with the approval 
of the Division Commander, to present and circulate among the Camps recom- 
mendations and suggestions, from time to time, calculated and intended to bene- 
fit the Camps and the Division. 


Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 


Adopted. 
Resolution presented by Captain C. H. Stowell, Camp 30: 
RESOLVED: That the following be adopted as a regulation concerning the 
ttniform to be worn by Camps of the Massachusetts Division organized on a 
military basis. 
UNIFORM. 


Section 1. The uniform of Camps of the Massachusetts Division, Sons of 
Veterans, U.S. A., organized on a military basis shall be of dark blue cloth and 
shall consist of cap and coat and trousers similar in cut to the fatigue uniform as 
worn in the United States Army. The coat for officers and past officers shall be 
the officers blouse as worn at present. The coat for non-commissioned officers 
and privates shall be the ordinary enlisted man’s blouse as now worn. 

Section 2. The cap shall be the United States Army fatigue cap with a gold 
cord. On the upper part of the front of the cap shall be, either embroidered or 
of metal, a wreath in gold enclosing the letters ‘‘S V’? and the number of the 
Camp in silver, the number to Ee above the letters. On top of the cap shall be 
the device adopted as the Division badge. Officers of the division may omit to 
wear the number of their camp in the wreath, 

Section 3. The rank of non-commissioned officers shall be shown by 
chevrons of light blue cloth similar in size, shape and color to those worn by the 
infantry from 1861 to 1865; provided, however, that past officers holding posi- 
ions as non-commissioned officers and wearing officers’ blouse may show their 
ae jniature chevron of gold similar to rank strap of officers and worn over 
rene oy i ei the Order, such chevron not to exceed one and eleven-sixteenths 
ake ae the top and to be made of correct proportions. The rank of officers 
ieee jesignated as provided by the Laws of the Order, Article VII. 
ia sonanee Stripes, shoulder straps, chevrons or other military devices not 
tobe worn. This section shall not apply to badges. 

‘°" Bection 5. This article shall be printed by the Division and be distributed 


to the Camps and form part of their hy-laws. 
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Recommendation of the Committee. 
That where camps are organized upon military lines and have a sufficient 
number of members, as required by the Constitution and Laws (20) the uniform 
provided under the foregoing be adopted, and required to be worn by such Camps, 
and that the resolution and recommendation contained herein ought to pass. 
A motion was offered :— 

That a committee of five be appointed by the Division Commander with 
instructions to send to the Captains of the various Camps 2 statement of the pro- 
posed changes in the uniform, requesting the views of the Camps thereon, and 
that said committee report the result of their inquiry to the Division Commander 
or Division Council, and upon their approval of said report, the Division Com- 
mander shall issue an order specifying the style in uniform. to be worn. 

An amendment was offered that this committee be in- 
structed to report to the next Division Encampment. 

A motion to indefinitely postpone the matter was lost. 

The amendment that the committee report to the next 
Division Encampment was not adopted. 1 

The motion to appoint a committee of five, to ascertain 
the sentiment of the Camps on the subject of uniform was de- 
clared lost. The vote was doubted and a rising vote resulted 
in 127 in favor and 140 against the appointment of a com- 
mittee ; and the motion was declared lost. 2 

The recommendation of the Committee on Resolutions 
was adopted. 


GREETINGS FROM THE LADIES’ AID SOCIETY. 


At this time it was announced that a delegation from the 
Ladies’ Aid Society were in waiting. 

Commander Lounsbury appointed the follo 
mittee to escort the delegates to the platform :— . . 

Junior-Vice Division Commander Samuel A. Pickering, 
Past Captain Frank A. Rice of Camp 46, and Past Captain 
Harry M. Holbrook of Camp 46. 

Mrs. Bowen, Past Division Secretary 
Society, was introduced by the Commander, 
the Encampment, saying in part :— 


wing com- 


of the Ladies’ Aid 
and addressed 
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«© Division COMMANDER AND BROTHERS OF THE SONS OF VETERANS: — 

When I was appointed on this committee it was with pleasure that I accepted 
this position, for I always wished to look once on these nice looking gentlemen.’’ 
(Applause ). 

Brothers, I extend to you the greetings of the Ladies’ Aid Society. We 
have not done as much work in the past year as we would like to show, but in 
another year we will make a better showing, more assistants will be mustered in 
and we will show you that we are ready to work and advance the interests of this 
grand order.”’ 

“© We are auxiliary, brothers, to you; and we are ready to stand shoulder to 
shoulder with one and all of you, to assist you in every loyal purpose, which you 
may ask us to do.’’ (Applause) . 

“In behalf of the Ladies’ Aid Society of Massachusetts I extend greetings 
to you and this Encampment in the form of these beautiful flowers ; each flower 
has a lesson to teach us, and as you look at these flowers, think that each one 
represents a sister of the Order.”? (Presenting Division Commander Lounsbury 
with a large bouquet.) (Applause). © 

Mrs. Bowen then introduced Mrs. Sikes and Mrs. 
Lavigne. 

Mrs. Sikes and Mrs. Lavigne also greeted the Encamp- 
ment with some excellent remarks. 

Commander Lounsbury acknowledged the beautiful gift 
and the good wishes of the Ladies’ Aid Society, and appointed 
the escort committee to convey the greetings of the Encamp- 
ment to the Ladies’ Aid Society. 

As the delegates were leaving the hall they were ac- 


corded three cheers. 


Chairman Bolton of the Resolution Committee resuming: 
Resolution presented by Camp 78. 
Headquarters Admiral Farragut Camp No. 78, Sons of Veterans. 
U.S. A,, Lowell, Feb. 7, 1902. 
BROTHERS :— a 
The undersigned, delegates to the Division Encampment, act for the members 
of Admiral Farragut Camp No. 78, who in regular meeting unanimously voted to 
present the following resolution : 4 
Resotvep: That the Massachusetts Encampment, Sons of Veterans, U. S. 
A., hold their next meeting February 1903, in the City of Lowell. 
i In 1891 the Encampment was held in Lowell, and judging from the expres- 
sion of the brothers they were satisfactorily entertained. We have good hotel 
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service at reasonable rates, a large hall and banquet room connected, and good 
rail road facilities. We think it would be a benefit to Camp 78, and we think 
that the Encampment should alternate every other year with Boston and several 
of our large cities that can properly entertain the convention. 

Hoping that the brothers will think favorably of this invitation and also 
accept it, we remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

Past Captain L. H. Anderson, 
Past Captain H. E. Gray, 
Past Captain H. B. Fisk, 
Past Captain S. A. Pickering, 
Delegate Frank B. Hough, 
Delegate R. J. Harvey. 


Captain Victor Fowler, 

Past Captain E. W. Bennett, 
Past Captain A. H. Taylor, 
Past Captain M. E. Blood, 
Past Captain A. R. Pickering, 
Past Captain W. J. Cannon, 


Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 
Adopted. 
Resolution presented by Alvah M. Levy of Camp 28: 

Wueneas: The periodical called ‘*The Banner” is the official organ of our 
Order and is supported in a considerable degree by the financial patronage of this 
Division, and 

Wuereas: We believe that its usefulness as such official organ couldand should 
be greatly increased by the insertion and publication of reading and editorial 
matter of a general patriotic nature, designed to cultivate and stimulate a spirit 
of patriotism towards our Country and love for the Order. 

RESOLVED: That we recommend and urge the publishers of ‘The Banner’’ 
to make such changes and additions to the reading matter of their paper as will 
give it a larger amount of matter of general interest to all its readers throughout 
the Country and promote a larger amount of enthusiasm for the work of our Order. 

Recommendation of the Committee—That the resolution 
be referred to the Editor of ‘‘The Banner” for his favorable 
consideration. (Adopted.) 

Resolution presented by Delegates of Camp 1. 

Wuereas: Lieut. Col. C. R. Mudge, Camp 1, Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., 
of Lynn, Mass., is making an effort to have a picture of “Old Abe, the War 
Eagle,” placed in the public school rooms wherein is taught United States 
History; therefore, be it 

Resotvep: That the 20th Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Divi- 
sion Sons of Veterans, U.S. A., in convention assembled, hereby endorse the 
efforts of Camp 1, as an additional step along the line of patriotism. 

Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 
Adopted. 
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Resolution presented by Captain Fred E. Warren, of 
Camp 3 :— 

RESOLVED: That it is the sense of this Encampment that it would be 2 most 
patriotic duty and privilege for the Order to assist in the education of the Negro 
race in the Southern States: That such a work would be another foundation 
stone upon which we might build; and 

That the next annual encampment of the Commandery-in-Chief is hereby 
requested to consider the advisability of so amending the Constitution and Laws 
of the Order as to provide for an annual appropriation for the above purpose, 
beginning with the year 1902 of a sum representing not less than ten cents per 
member for every member in good standing at the close of the quarter ending 
June 30th of each year; such sum to be expended in such manner as deemed 
advisable by the Commandery-in-Chief among the schools in the Southern States, 
which are already established, or which may be established for the education of 
the Negro or ‘‘Colored’’ people. 


Recommendation of the Committee—Inexpedient for ac- 
tion. Adopted. 
Resolution from the Committee :— 


Wuereas: They recognize that it is largely due to the efforts of Past De- 
partment Commanders Silas A. Barton, Peter D. Smith and John E, Gilman, and 
their energetic, generous and kindly labors of love in the endorsement of this 
Organization, that such a desirable and pleasing condition of affairs exist, be it 

ResoLvep: That this Encampment tender to these gentlemen its heart-felt 
thanks for the service rendered and assurances of high personal esteem. 


Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 
Adopted. g 
‘Resolution from the Committee :— 


Wuereas: In the person of the present Department Commander of the 
Massachusetts G. A. R. we recognize a friend and advocate of our Organization, 
be it 

Reso.vep: That this Encampment tender its congratulations to General 
Wilmon W.*Blackmar upon his promotion to the leadership of the Massachusetts 
Department, and at the same time renew our pledges of fidelity and allegiance 
to the Veteran of the Civil War and assurances that the Camps of this Division 
and the members of the Order are his to command in any work they may be 
called upon to perform for the Veteran and his dependent ones. 


Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass. 


Adopted. 
Resolution from the Committee. 


= 
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ResoLvep: ‘That the indebtedness of the Massachusetts Division to the Wo- 
man’s Relief Corps, the Ladies’ Aid Society and the Daughters of Veterans, for 
the assistance, encouragement and general helpfulness during the past year be 
acknowledged and the appreciation of the Division expressed in a communication 
conveying a vote of thanks by this Encampment, to be transmitted by the Divi- 
sion Commander. 


Recommendation of the Committee--Ought to pass. 
Adopted. 
Resolution from the Committee. 


Resotvep. That it be the duty of the Captain of each Camp, assisted by 
such members as he may select to interview the Representatives and Senator of 
his District and urge the support and adoption of any and all measures submitted 
to the legislature of Massachusetts in behalf of the Army Nurses. 

Be it further RESOLVED: That each Camp be requested to forthwith make @ 
cash contribution to the funds of the Army Nurses Association, the amount dis- 
cretionary to the ability and generosity of the Camp. 


Recommendation of the Committee—Ought to pass- 
Past Captain Charles E. Story, Camp 24, moved that the 
recommendation be amended as follows: 


“«That an official commnnication embodying the resolu! 
headquarters, within fifteen days from date, to the Captains of th 


Amendment adopted. Recommendation 4 
adopted. 

Resolution presented by Past Captain 
Camp 138. 


WHEREAS: Many of the patriotic and loyal w sonship of 
Rapelof pecuniary reward, sactificed the comforts ot homer thelcol™ a Des nagrtay 
Becinl and doiestic life during the dark days'of 78'tol comand Wener wamaas 
to minister to the comforts of our brave men upon the battlefield, and peer 

Wuerras: When sickness sent our boys to the hospital, thevsolt A flame 
woman’s hand was there to nurse them back to health; oF when the ae aan 
of battle drove our boys backward torn and bleeding; woman with her g a 
ministering, supplemented by the humane service of the surgeons saved many 
brave boy who without her gentle ministration would have died, and Oe EN 

WHEREAS: Many of these noble women are debarred from ee 65 
or national aid for their services in behalf of the nation in the days of eee iy 
by reason of non-enrollment as regular nurses in the service Of the United Sts» 
and 

Wuereas: By reason of the hardship and exposure ¢ 
subjected while in the performance of this loyal and unselfis 


tion be sent from 
e various Camps.” 
s amended 
G. Henry Powell, 


omen of the North, without 


o which they were 
h work during the 
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war of the rebellion, and by reason of this fact coupled with that of advancing 
years, they are now practically incapacitated from the performance of active 
work, and 

Wuereas: The Army Nurses Association has given material assistance to 
many of these noble women within the past few years, and in the carrying on of 
this grand work of charity the funds of the association have become somewhat 
depleted, therefore it is 

RESOLVED: That we the members and delegates representing the Camps of 
the Massachusetts Division Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., in annual ancampment 
assembled in Boston this Feb. 21-22, 1902, hereby tender our grateful tribute to 
the loyalty and devotion of these noble women, and we pledge our earnest sup- 
port in bringing about such legislation as will place the Army Nurses of the civil 
war on a level with the veterans of that war, so far as that equality relates to state 
aid, soldiers’ relief and burial privileges. 

RESOLVED: That the Division Commander is hereby authorized and request- 
ed to appoint a committee to take up a collection at this Encampment for the 
benefit of the Army Nurses Association, the proceeds thereof to be forwarded to 
the proper officials of the Army Nurses Association through the Quartermaster of 
the Massachusetts Division, S. of V., U. S. A., as a token of our appreciation of 
the grand work the association is doing for the relief of those who may need as- 
sistance. 

RESOLVED: That a copy of these resolntions be forwarded to each branch 
of the Massachusetts legislature of 1902, also to the headquarters of the Depart- 
ments of Massachusetts G. A. R., and also spread upon the records of this 
Encampment. 


Recommendation of the Committee. The sense of this 
resolution having already been passed upon, that the part of 
the above resolution referring to the collection be adopted. 
Adopted. 


REPORT OF THE DIVISION COUNCIL.. 


Report submitted by Past Captain John A. Baxter, Camp 
34, Clerk of the Council : 


Boston, Feb. 21, 1902. 
To THE OFFICERS AND BROTHERS OF THE TWENTIETH ANNUAL ENCAMPMENT 
OF THE MassAcHusETTS DIVISION Sons or VeTErRans, U.S. A. 


BROTHERS :— 
The Division Council has the honor to present the following report for the 


year ending February 21, 1902: 
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Meetings of the Division Couucil have been held as follows, to wit: 
Boston, Feb. 22, 1901. 
Division Council elected and installed met in Faneuil Hall and organized 
with a choice of F, E. Warner, Chairman, and John A. Baxter, Clerk. There 


being nothing further to come before the meeting, it adjourned. 
JOHN A. BAXTER, Clerk. 


Boston, April 18, 1901. 
Division Council at the request of the Division Commander endorsed the ap- 


propriation of the sum of $25.00 for the Roger Wolcott Memorial. 
JOHN A. BAXTER, Clerk. 


Boston, Sept. 4, 1901. 
Division Council met with the Division Commander and did advise and con- 
sent to the appropriation of the sum of $100.00 for the entertainment of visiting 
Brothers at the National Encampment. The books of the Division Adjutant and 


Quartermaster were balanced to August 14th, All members present. 
JOHN A. BAXTER, Clerk. 


Boston, Feb. 1, 1902. 
Division Council met at Quincy House, examined all bills to date also the 
books of the Division Adjutant and Quartermaster and found them to be correct. 


F, E. Warner and John A. Baxter present; also the Division Commander. 
JOHN A. BAXTER, Clerk. 


Woburn, Feb. 10, 1902. 
Division Council met with the Division Commander, Adjutant and Quarter- 
master. A partial inventory of supplies and Division property was made. 


F. E. Howard and John A. Baxter present. 
JOHN A. BAXTER, Clerk. 


Woburn, Feb. 19, 1902. 
Division Council met at Division Headquarters. The books of the Division 
Quartermaster were audited to February 15; we also finished taking the inventory 
of supplies showing amount on hand to the value of $70.51. Division property: 


Flag, . . . Es é : 6 . ‘ $75.00 
Typewriter, é 5 5 7 3 A E 70.00 
Desk, Table and Chairs, . 2 és : 4 C 23.00 
Letter Press and Seal, : ‘i 6 o 5 e: 3.00 
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Filing Cabinet, c . ° ‘ ‘ ‘ F 8.00 
Document Case and Cases, . : ‘ 2 f 15.00 
Total, i < “i 3 i «» $194.00 


JOHN A. BAXTER, Clerk. 


American House, Boston, Feb. 21, 1902. 
The Division Council met and approved the report of the Division Quarter- 
master and Adjutant as submitted to the Convention. 
JOHN A. BAXTER, Clerk. 


American House, Feb. 22, 1902. 

Meeting of Division Council with all members present. Voted that the 
records of the Clerk be approved for the year, and that said records together 
with records of this meeting be compiled and presented to the Encampment 
as the Report of the Division Council for 1901-02. 

In closing the year’s work the Council wish to thank the Adjutant and 
Quartermaster for their courtesy and aid during our official relations. 

The Commander and his executive staff and the Division Council have 
always been in harmony. 

The amount of money spent in official visits to the Camps of the Division 
has not exceeded the amount of previous years; and notwithstanding the last 
Division Council’s recommendation, it seems that this expenditure must remain a 
necessity to the general welfare and promotion of the Order. 

The report of the Division Commander in its recommendations relative to 
the Adjutant’s and Quartermaster’s department seems to cover the ground fully 
and the Division Council desires to call the attention of this Encampment to 
them particularly. 

In recognition of the faithful discharge of his duties we recommend ‘‘That 
the incoming administration immediately present to Commander Lounsbury the 


silver cross of the order.”’ 
FRED E. WARNER, 


JOHN A. BAXTER, 
FRANK E. HOWARD, 
Division Council. 


On motion of Past Division Commander Harry D. Sisson 
it was 

Vorep: That the report of the Division Council be ap- 
proved and adopted. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND LAWS. 


Past Commander Nathan C. Upham, Chairman. 

The Committee have received the following resolution : 

‘* That the delegates from the Massachusetts Division to the next National 
Encampment be instructed to use their efforts to have the Constitution so changed 
that Past Captains shall not have a vote in the Division Encampment, and that 
Camps shall be represented by one delegate for each 80 members.”* 

Submitted by Camp 65. 

Recommendation of the Committee—Ought not to pass. 

On motion it was 


Votxp : To adopt the recommendation of the Committee. 


REPORT OF THE DORMITORY COMMISSION. 


Past Division Commander Harry D. Sisson, for the Com- 
mission, offered the following letter from Secretary of the 
Dormitory Commission, as the report of the Commission : 


Westmoreland, N. H., Feb. 21, 1902. 
To CoMMAYDER Lounssury; 


Dear COMMANDER AND BROTHERS IN CONVENTION ASSEMBLED : 

I cannot be with you but am thinking of you. I left Massachusetts for the 
farm in May, 1901. As Secretary and Treasurer of the Dormitory Commission, 
will say that I have not kept up the usual close touch with the Home. I had to 
leave home on account of ill health. 


As a report I will merely say that I do not think there are any pressing 
wants. Balance in Chelsea Savings Bank, $295.69 and one year’s interest to be 
added. We owe nothing except a small account with the Home for little supplies 
like chimneys, brooms, mops, etc, 


My health is improving and I hope soon to see the boys again. 
Yours in F., C. and L. 
HENRY E. KEOUGH, 
See. and Treas. Dormitory Commission. 
On motion of Past Division Commander Fred E. Warner, 
it was 


Vorrp: That the report be approved and adopted. 

Commander Lounsbury read a letter of greeting from 
Past Capt. J. Emery Coulter of Camp 109, Needham, now 
sojourning in Florida on account of his health. 
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On motion of Past Division Commander Fred E. Warner, 
it was 

Vorep: That the Adjutant be directed to extend the 
greetings of the Encampment to Brother Coulter. 


Delegate Jacob W. Powell, Camp 19, Clinton, announced 
the death of Captain Charles W. Davis of his camp—an 
earnest and faithful brother, devoted to the best interests of 
the Order. 

On motion, it was by a rising vote 

Vorep: That the sympathy of the Encampment be ex- 
tended through the Adjutant to the parents and family of 
Captain Davis. 


REPORT OF THE RITUAL COMMITTEE. 
The Committee on Ritual reported that no matters had 
been presented for their consideration, and consequently they 
had no report to make. Report accepted. 


FURTHER REPORT OF THE COMMITTEF ON 
OFFICERS’ REPORTS. 

On motion of Chairman Fred E. Warner it was 

Vorep: That the first recommendation of the Division 
Commander (that a suitable prize or prizes be offered by the 
Division to the Camp or Camps showing the largest gain per 
cent. during the current year) be taken from the table. 

On motion it was 

Vorrep: That the whole matter be indefinitely post- 


poned. 


TERM OF OFFICE OF TRUSTEES OF PERMANENT FUND. 
Past Division Commander Fred E. Warner offered a 
motion : 

That the Division Commander appoint three Trustees for the permanent fund, 
one for a term of three years, one for a term of two years and one for a term of 
one year, and that thereafter at each Encampment one Trustee to be appointed 
by the Division Commander for a term of three years. 
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Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton offered an 
amendment. 

That the Trustees be elected by the members of the Division Council, instead 
of being appointed by the Division Commander. 

Amendment accepted by Past Division Commander 
Warner. 

Past Captain Charles L. Kelheur, Camp 96, offered an 
amendment: 

That the Trustees so appointed be required to furnish a bond double the 
amount of the money involved, such bond to be approved by the Division Coun- 
cil and the cost of the bond to be paid by the Division. 

Past Division Commander Harry D. Sisson offered a 
substitute motion : 


That the whole matter be turned over to the Dormitory Commissioners as 
Trustees. 


Adopted. 


COLLECTION FOR ARMY NURSES’ FUND. 


Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton called atten- 
tion to the vote to take up a collection for the Army Nurses’ 
Fund. The Commander appointed collectors to pass among 
the delegates. 

The Quartermaster announced that $45.78 had been col- 
lected. The Commander stated that $34.22 had been previ- 
ously received at Headquarters, making a net total of $80.00. 


NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


Commander Lounsbury: The next business before the 
Encampment is the election of Officers. 

On motion of Past Division Commander Harry D. Sisson 
it was 

Voted: To proceed to the Election of Officers, and that 
nomination speeches be limited to one minute. 
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FINAL REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS, 


The Committee on Credentials reported as follows : 


Captains, 50 
Delegates, 95 
Alternates, 23 
Past Captains, 218 

Total present, 385 


ELECTION OF DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Past Captain Charles E. Bennett of Camp 5, placed in 
nomination for the office of Division Commander, Past Cap- 
tain D. Murray Travis of Camp 59, South Framingham. ‘The 
nomination was seconded by Delegate William A. Atchley of 
Camp 59. 

Past Captain Charles H. Skinner, of Camp 41, placed in 
nomination Past Captain Albert E. Phelps of Camp 34, Wake- 
field. The nomination was seconded by Past Captain John 
A. Baxter of Camp 34. 

On motion of Past Captain Gilbert P. Brown of Camp 
106, it was 

Vormp: That nominations be closed. 

On motion of Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton 
it was 

Vormp: That a committee of suitable number be ap- 
pointed to serve as tellers. 


The Division Commander appointed the Committee on 
Credentials to act as tellers. 

The roll of the Camps was called, but before the an- 
nouncement of the vote was made, it was moved by Past 
Captain Albert E. Phelps of Camp 35, 


That the election of D. Murray Travis be made unanimous, 


Adopted. 
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ELECTION OF SENIOR VICE DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Past Captain Everett H. Lynds of Camp 60 of Holyoke 
was placed in nomination for the office of Senior Vice Division 
Commander by Captain Burchard of Camp 60. 

On motion of Past Captain C. E. Storey of Camp 24, 
it was 

Vorrp: That the Adjutant be instructed to cast one bal- 
lot for Everett H. Lynds of Camp 60, for the office of Senior 
Vice Commander. 
Adopted. 


ELECTION OF JUNIOR VICE DIVISION COMMANDER. 


Delegate Walter L. Ramsdell of Camp 1, explained the 
cause of absence of Past Captain George L. Bray, the candi- 
date of Camp 1, for Junior Vice Division Commander, because 
of death in his family and illness of his wife. 

Past Division Commander Charles F. Sargent placed in 
nomination Past Captain A. W. Holt, of Camp 111, Andover, 
for the office of Junior Vice Division Commander. The nom- 
ination was seconded by Past Captain John A. Baxter of 
Camp 34. 

Delegate Thomas O. D. Urquhart of Camp 149, Man- 
chester, placed in nomination Past Captain Edward W. 
Baker of Camp 149, Manchester. ‘The nomination was 
seconded by Past Captain Storey of Camp 24. 


it was 

VorEp: That the Adjutant be instructed to communi- 
cate to Brother Bray the heartfelt sympathy of the delegates 
to this Encampment in his hour of affliction, and to extend 
to him deep regrets of the brothers that he was not able to 
attend; and to sincerely wish the speedy and safe recovery 
of his beloved wife. 

The roll of Camps was called and a ballot was taken for 
Junior Vice Division Commander, but before the announce- 


On motion of Past Division Commander Fred E. Bolton 
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ment of the vote was made, it was on motion of Past Captain 
A. W. Holt. 


Vorep: That the election of Past Captain Edward W. 
Baker be made unanimous. 


ELECTION OF DIVISION COUNCIL. 


Past Captain Harry M. Holbrook of Camp 46, placed in 
nomination for a member of the Division Council, Frank L. 
Kirchgassner of Camp 145. 

Past Division Commander Fred E. Warner, placed in 
nomination for a member of the Division Council, Past Cap- 
tain George T. Duckworth of Camp 35. 

Past Captain William R. Davis of Camp 14, placed in 
nomination for a member of the Division Council, the retir- 
ing Commander, Edward H. Lounsbury. 

On motion of Past Captain Tilton S. Bell of Camp 106, 
it was 

Vorep: That the rules be suspended and that the Adju- 
tant be instructed to cast one ballot for Division Commander 
Edward H. Lounsbury as a member of the Division Council. 

Adopted. 

The ballot was so cast and Division Commander Louns- 
bury was declared elected a member of the Division Council. 

Past Captain Irving N. Holbrook of Camp 32 placed in 
nomination for a member of the Division Council, Past Cap- 
tain Charles H. Rice of Camp 382. 

On motion it was 

Vorro: That the nominations for Division Council be 
closed. 

The roll of Camps was called and the vote for Division 
Council was announced as follows :— 

Frank L. Kirchgassner, 280 
Charles H. Rice, 187 
George T. Duckworth, 148 

It was declared that Frank L. Kirchgassner and Charles 

H. Rice were elected. 
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ELECTION OF DELEGATES. 

Past Division Commander William A. Stevens placed in 
nomination for Delegate at Large, William R. Davis of 
Camp 14. 

On motion of Past Captain Tilton S. Bell of Camp 106 
it was 

VorEp: That the Adjutant be instructed to cast one 
ballot for William R. Davis for Delegate at Large. 

Adopted. 


The ballot was cast and William R. Davis was declared 
elected Delegate at Large. 


The following were placed in nomination for Delegates :— 


Thomas J. Hannon, Camp 75. 
Arthur E. Newcomb, Camp 91. 
H. J. Perry, Camp 1. 

A. H. Brigham, Camp 11. 

J. F. DeCastro, Camp 106. 

C. H. Perry, Camp 94. 

C. E. Storey, Camp 24. 

John A. Baxter, Camp 34. 

E. F. Tuttle, Camp 18. 

A. R. McAdam, Camp 25. 

J. F. Carling, Camp 41. 

O. T. Newcomb, Camp 111. 
John E. Wilcox, Camp 81. 

H. C. Richardson, Camp 29. 
C. D. Tobin, Camp 8. 

L. M. Marrison, Camp 96. 

H. S. Kimball, Camp 129. 

E. H. Dalton, Camp 98. 


On motion it was 

VorEp: That the seven receiving the highest number of 
votes be chosen as delegates, and that the next seven be 
chosen as alternates. 
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At this time Division Commander Lounsbury read a 
telegram from South Framingham : 

Gen. J. G, Foster, W. R. C., No. 174, South Framingham extend hearty 
congratulations to the Convention on the election of D. Murray Travis as Division 
Commander. The right man in the right place. 

ELIZABETH IE. Haywoon, Corps Pres. 
The vote for Delegates and Alternates was announced 


as follows: 


Thomas J. Hannon, Camp 75 187 
Arthur E. Newcomb, Camp 91 146 
Henri J. Perry, Camp 1 140 
A. H. Brigham, Camp 11 127 
James F. DeCastro, Camp 106 115 
Charles H. Perry, Camp 94 112 
Charles E. Storey, Camp 24 99 
John A. Baxter, Camp 34 96 
Edwin F. Tuttle, Camp 18 g6 
A. R. McAdam, Camp 25 78 
J. Frank Carling, Camp 41 val 
O. TI. Newcomb, Camp 111 61 
John E. Wilcox, Camp 81 53 
E. C. Richardson, Camp 29 48 
Charles T. Tobin, Camp 8 24 
L. M. Marrison, Camp 96 23 
H. S. Kimball, Camp 129 22 
EK. H. Dalton, Camp 98 19 


It was declared that Thomas J. Hannon, Arthur E. 
Newcomb, Henri J. Perry, A. H. Brigham, James F. De- 
Castro, Charles H. Perry and Charles E. Storey were elected 
as Delegates. 

It was declared that John A. Baxter, Edwin F, Tuttle, 
A. R. McAdam, J. F. Carling, O. T. Newcomb, John E. 
Wilcox and E. C. Richardson were elected Alternates. 


ELECTION OF A MEMBER OF THE SOLDIERS’ HOME DORMITORY 
COMMISSION. 


Past Division Commander Stevens placed in nomination 
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Past Division Commander Fred E. Warner for the position 
asa member of the Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission 
for five years. 

On motion of Captain Louis Epple of Camp 145, it was 

VotED: That the Adjutant be instructed to cast one 
ballot for Past Division Commander Fred E. Warner. 
Adopted. 

The ballot was so cast and Past Division Commander 
Fred E. Warner was declared elected a member of the 
Soldiers’ Home Dormitory Commission for five years. 


On motion it was J 

VotEep: That the incoming administration be instructed 
to use its best endeavors to secure a reduction in the railroad 
tates for the next Encampment. 


DIVISION BANQUET. 
On motion it was 
Vorrp: That a banquet be held at the next Encamp- 
ment and that the expense of the tickets be limited to $1.25 
each, 


PUBLICATION OF PROCEEDINGS. 
On motion it was 
Vorgp : That the Proceedings of this Encampment be 
printed for distribution within sixty days from date (February 
22, 1902.) 


INSTALLATION. OF OFFICERS. 

The newly elected officers were duly installed by Past 
Division Commander Fred E. Bolton. 

Division Commander D. Murray Travis announced the 
appointment of Arthur E. Bent of Camp 59 as Adjutant and 
A. Frank Graves of Camp 59, as Quartermaster. 

Commander Travis then expressed his thanks for the 
honors conferred, and also his appreciation to the installing 
Officer for his services. 
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The Senior Vice and Junior Vice Division Commanders 
made a few remarks thanking the Encampment for honors 
received. 


PRESENTATION TO RETIRING COMMANDER. 

Past Division Commander Lounsbury was called to the 
platform and in behalf of the Division was presented the Silver 
Cross, the insignia of a Past Division Commander, and in 
behalf of friends and associate officers was also presented an 
elegant library table. 

Past Commander Lounsbury expressed his sincere thanks 
and appreciation for the gifts. 

Senior Vice Commander Lynds was presented a beauti- 
ful bouquet of flowers, by friends. 


On motion it was 
Vorep: That the records of this Encampment as reported 
by the stenographer be approved without reading. 
The Encampment was closed in due form at six-thirty 
o’clock P. M. ; 
FRED A. THISSELL, 
Official Stenographer. 


The foregoing is a true record of the proceedings of the 
Twentieth Annual Encampment of the Massachusetts Division 
Sons of Veterans, U. S. A., as reported by the official sten- 


ographer. 


DIVISION COMMANDER. 


ADJUTANT. 
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UNOFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS. 
DIVISION BANQUET. 
February 21, 1902. 

The custom of holding a banquet on the first night of the 
Encampment was resumed this year, and the delegates and 
guests to the number of about two hundred assembled in the 
reception hall of the American House, at seven-thirty 
o'clock. An hour was spent in fraternal greetings and social 
chats, until the line for the banquet hall was formed, headed 
by Division Commander Lounsbury. 

At the head table were seated at the right and left of the 
Division Commander, Gen. Wilmon W. Blackmar, Depart- 
ment Commander G. A. R.; Col. Charles K. Darling, United 
States Marshal; Hon. Willard Howland of the Massachu- 
setts Senate ; Dwight O. Judd, Senior Vice Department Com- 
mander G. A. R.; Captain Charles F. Sargent, M. V.M., 
Past Division Commander; Q. M. Gen. Fred E. Bolton; 
Junior Vice Division Commander Samuel A. Pickering j 
Adjutant Edwin K. Porter; Quartermaster Marcus H. Cot- 
ton; Judge Advocate James Tracy Potter, Esq.; Mustering 
Officer George E. Hunt and Chief Aid Louis Epple. 

After the courses had been served and cigars lighted, 
Commander Lounsbury called upon the Clover Banjo and 
Mandolin Club, which furnished music during the eveniné, 
fora selection; at the conclusion of which the Commander 
addressed the gathering as follows :— 


BROTHERS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS Division AND INVITED GUESTS. 
ing these banquets. If 


ight sort of a way, it is 
it is not simply going 


“I think that we are to be congratulated in resumi 
there isany one thing which brings us together in the ri 
just this kind of a thing. It is not simply the handshake, * 
down to Faneuil Hall and having a scrap’? (though I would not miss that for 
the world); but if we can get together in this way and rub shoulders together, 
listen to some speeches and hear some music, we can then g0 back home fecling 
that after all there is something more to an Encampment than the steady grind 
of work. 

“‘We have with us a member of the Order; he has been a member for I do 
not know how many years, long before I was there; away back in the ‘Middle 
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Ages’ so to speak. I think ten years ago he stood in some such sort of a posi- 
tion as I do now and he made some remarks, but he did not tell all the story. I 
intend to introduce him to respond to a toast on a subject proper to our meeting 
here tonight on the eve of Washington’s Birthday. It is more than one 
hundred years since Washington died and nearly two hundred years since he was 
born; yet it is the universal testimony that his fame grows brighter as the days go 
on. Weare proud to celebrate his birthday, to have this holiday in which we 
can remember Washington. Perhaps the time is not far distant when we will 
have two holidays in February, to celebrate two equally great Americans. 

“The first toast is the ‘United States of America’ and I will call upon Past 
Commander-in-Chief, the present United States Marshal of this District, Brother 
Charles K. Darling, to respond.’”” (Great Applause.) 


United States Marshal Darling said ; 
Division COMMANDER LOUNSBURY, COMRADES OF THE G. A. R. AND 
BROTHERS OF THE SONS OF VETERANS:— 

“] had felt tonight a little like occupying that ‘middle’ ground the Division 
Commander has spoken of, from the fact that on looking over this evening the 
roster of Past Division Commanders, I found I had literally reached the ‘Middle 
‘Ages’; and that the years had slipped by until between these old gray haired 
veterans, ‘Charlie’ Sargent on my left and Commander Lounsbury on my right, 
there was the middle ground which I occupied, (Applause.) 

“T agree with the Commander that these banquets, while this one is not as 
largely attended as some in the previous years, are well worth having; and I 
hope they may be repeated at every Encampment. 

‘Jt is an honor at any time to be called upon to respond for the United 
States, and especially on an occasion of this sort. There are occasions, not un- 
connected with my official position, where perhaps the ‘response’ is not quite 
all honor, especially to the ‘respondent;’ but I hardly think that such a re- 
spondent could possibly suffer any more embarrassment than I do at this moment. 
However willing I shouid be to spevk, and however glad to respond to the sub- 
ject of the sentiment; yet in a gathering like this, of soldiers on the right and 
left, and sons of soldiers in the front, signifying years of patriotism, and in » 
gathering in which from the utmost limits of this room up to the table where the 
martyrs of the after dinner speeches sit, there is but one thought in all our hearts 
and that is for this great land of ours, ~it is not necessary in such a gathering as 
this for me to speak on the greatness of this country. It seems proper, however, 
to refer to some matters that have recently come to our attention in the conduct 
of our public affairs, concerning which men held in the highest esteem differ and 
differ radically. I refer, as you may well imagine, to the charge made by certain 
speakers that we are not treating a race of people on the other side of the globe 
as they should be treated. I would like to put myself on record here and say 
that I do not for one moment believe it. There are individuals that think we 
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ought not to keep the Philippines; but we are in the Philippines, and we are go- 
ing to stay there. (Great Applause.) 

“J am one of those who believe that all of us who lived in 1898, lived to 
see a miracle wrought in this world, as great as any recorded on the pages of the 
Holy Writ. We recall how we rose and went to war with a country we could 
best of all afford to go to war with; —we never were afraid of Spain at any time, 
except that possibly she might bombard some of our coast cities (laughter) —and 
when we were aroused later by the destruction of the Maine, war was declared. 

“On the other side of the globe we had a fleet at Hong Kong under com- 
mand of Admiral Dewey and he was ordered out to destroy the Spanish fleet. 
He went and saw the fleet, and destroyed it; and not a man was lost! (Ap- 
plause.) Another miracle was wrought at Santiago Harbor. The Spanish fleet 
entered there, came out, and they in turn were destroyed, and only one man lost, 
as we know—and the name of that one martyr is written forever on the pages of 
history. Only one life lost, as the result of that day’s fight! Now I believe as 
sincerely as I believe anything that that was providential. 

“We have begun to reach out and to obtain that which we have needed, 
that is an entrance into the world’s affairs; and we are there now without ques- 
tion. It is not a question as to what we are going to do with the Philippines, 
but what we are doing ; and I maintain that we of all people are the best people, 
from the fact of our inexhaustible resourses, to bring to these races such a govern- 
ment as they could get from no other nation under the sun. That we are doing. 
We are giving them education; we are giving them the benefits of our institutions. 
Some may say we are forcing it upon them, but nobody was ever injured that 
went forward under our flag under God’s heavens. (Applause. ) 

“It is an important question but it is not a question we can not solve. And 
remember also that we are educating a people who are not Christians; but they 
are a people who, when once we have extended to them that which we are now 
trying to extend, will be uplifted. I believe that the day on which comes this 
anniversary and this month which marks also the birth of Lincoln, which more 
and more has become a day of patriotic observance, are proper times for the 
Sons of Veterans of this Twentieth Encampment to put on record their undying 
conviction that this country has not swerved or wavered from the principles of 
our fathers. 

“(At Washington we have a President who is sure and firm and capable, and 
one in whom we can have every trust and every confidence. We have not wav- 
ered from the principles of our fathers and for that it may truly be said that this 
form of government for the people and by the people, is such that it shall not 
perish from the earth.’’ (Cheers and applause.) 


Commander Lounsbury : 
Brother George L. Bray, Division Inspector, 1s not here ; 
his wife has given birth toa child, and what is sadder, there 
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will be no child in the family. I know he has your sym- 
pathies. 

I will next introduce Gen. Wilmon W. Blackmar, De- 
partment Commander of the G. A. R., to speak for that or- 
ganization. (Great applause.) 

Gen. Blackmar spoke as follows: 

“SONS: 


I thank you for this most cordial reception, I recognize that it is not to me 
alone, but to the eighteen thousand old veterans whom I have the honor to 
represent—your sires and your grandsires. You belong to us; may the bonds 
that unite us grow firmer and stronger as the years goon. I tell you, boys, 
whatever others may have felt who have occupied the honorable position to which 
I have been elected, I surely can appreciate the right to call yousons. My own 
boy died in infancy and I have no sons of my own, and as Lounsbury knows, I 
have adopted you all—you are my boys. (Applause. ) 

“Thirty-four years ago, the fourteenth of this month, I joined the G. A. R., 
~-about as soon as I could join after the great war of the rebellion was over. In 
‘In the ranks of the G. A. R. I have found my nearest and dearest friends; the 
men who have wept with me in sorrow and rejoiced with me when good fortune 
and success made my pathway cheerful. The men who are nearest tome in fact 
today and dearest to me in memory are members of the G. A. R. 

“Boys, this anniversary of Washington’s Birthday, it is a good thing for you 
to remember, and for the millions of other people throughout this land of ours 
that stands today at the forefront of all nations by reason of what your fathers 
did; for they preserved and saved from dismemberment and ruin this great na- 
tion that Washington and his associates gave to the world. What are the de- 
scendents of Revolutionary sires doing today? Why in every Registry of Deeds, 
in every Court House and in every State House there are men and women 
searching or paying searchers to search and delve through the records to try to 
prove that they are in some remote degree related to Washington or his associ- 
ates. Now don’t you get into that fix or let your children either. You have the 
opportunity now. Secure the proof and keep it where it cannot be lost that you 
are the sons of the men of my generation who said that slavery and the wrongs 
that it covered must and should stop. We of our generation assumed the respon- 
sibilities of the nation and the flag when at Appomattox Lee surrendered. Con- 
sider the splendid prosperity that blesses our country today. Do not forget that 
you are the sons of those old boys of my generation and be ready and able to 
prove it, and have your children able to prove it a hundred years hence, and not 
have your descendants trying in vain to trace relationship to the men who you 
have the honor to know are your fathers,—the veterans of ’61-65. 

“It was my privilege the other day to learn that one of our most worthy 
merchants here in town, dead now, had during his life spent a thousand dol- 
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lars trying to prove that he was a near enough relation to a certain Captain in the 
Revolutionary War to entitle him to enter the ranks of the Cincinnati. Only a 
little while ago in Comrade Olin’s department the old books and records revealed 
that relationship, and there sure enough were the documents required, proving 
that this wealthy merchant who had spent all this money, might have entered the 
Cincinnatis’;—showing that his grandfather was a Captain in the Revolutionary 
War. He had searched and hired searchers in vain. Boys, do not get in that 
fix. Keep your record carefully. 

This Featettinn of yours ought to number fifty thousand men? I tell you 
mighty armies have grown from lesser seed than that. If you will, you teers 
fellows here, if you will do what my generation did, you will march wit By 
thousand within five years, and then we old veterans will not pbe on our reat 
begging for a pittance which before God is our right. You svill not allow Yi af 
We do not ask for anything that is not right and just, most of us will not cy C) 
not ask for anything anyhow, but we propose to see that the boys that do bee 
and need something, who marched shoulder to shoulder on to victory, sha! 
never be paupers under that flag. (Applause.) F 

“In your hands rests our future; be prepared to see to it, 
is given, but that justice is done—you can do it. : 

a “Now, apes one other practical thing that I wish to say right aa a 
that is, I do not want you boys, nor your children, nor your grand ca mane 
wake up some day and say, ‘Was not my father or grandfather a pai i 
G. A. R., and if he was not, why was he not?) Was he a deserter? ee cs 
sneak? Would they not let him into the G. A. R.? Would they nat oe ine 
into the Loyal Legion?’ _If your fathers are not members of the G. pane 
a talk with with them tomorrow and say, ‘Father, let us have ane ce a piaainy 
you get into the G. A. R.? Let us know the facts. If you can sate ue xe 
row. I do not want my son or grandson to wonder why you coul pe Oia i 
theG. A. R.’ He may say he has not got times but he Sas MEuee is 
look to your rights and the rights of posterity. If he does pee par tis 
wrong. If your grandfathers or your neighbors who have a uf ie aught 
members of the G. A. R. make them give good reasons oF tell the ee 
to be ashamed of themselves. You can do good work in that re pas 
increase the membership in our ranks. I bid you God Ae acaeeaButeli 
of the success of my administration, I ask your help, in n° aes ready We egrets 
the.sense of loyalty and allegiance, and that you will always 
helping hand to your honored father and his comrades. 

“We want you with us. I tell you, boys, you are © ca aERGYSEITRE 
understood. As you get older you think less of the ey Bae ee 
facts. We need you and you need us. Why, who are we oe seer sre 
of Abraham Lincoln, Grant, Sherman and Sheridan, of Bea enaneraas a 
we helped to make their victories, their glory possible an mets a Ie 

we transmit all that to you. You owe us allegiance, respect 


not that anything 


loser to us and are better 
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the better word. You should be patriotic, you inherit the right to be, from the 
past devotion of one who loved his country. What will a man not do for the 
object of his love, whether it is for a woman or his country. If he be aman he 
will have nothing selfish to consider. He loves his country and for it offers to 


give his very life. 
I thank you boys for your kind attention.”” (Great Applause.) 


Commander Lounsbury next introduced Comrade 
Dwight O. Judd, Senior Vice Department Commander of the 


G. A. R., who said :— 


“BOYS: 
That is what I will call you, what do you think of our Commander (Cries of 


‘He’s all right !’) Well, I guess he is all right. The ranks of the G. A. R. 
are full of just that kind of men. You boys ought to be proud that you belong 
to his family. Now that he claims to be your father, I cannot hope to be perhaps 
anything more than a stepfather. We have a little Post up in Holyoke and we 
have a little Camp of the Sons of Veterans, that is small in numbers, but when 
we need anything they turn out and do it every time. 

«©We are dependent upon you boys in a great measure and you do not know 
how much we are going to depend on you by and by, on Memorial Day especially; 
‘as our comrades grow less and those beneath the sod grow more, we depend 
upon our boys to help us- I feel pretty old today, I was up to the State House 
and I was looking through the records there. There are books in the Adjutant 
General’s Office where they have got the name of every man that has served in 
the Volunteer Militia of this State since Colonial times. As I turned over the 
pages that held such tender secrets I saw the names of my comrades long gone to 
rest. I stopped and thought that my boy was born in 1868 and in six months 
from now I will be twice his age, and it makes me feel as if I were a veteran. 
You would not think that I was over 75. (Laughter.) I feel some thing to- 
night in a measure as the man that told the story about the Prophet Daniel— 
When looking at the picture of Pani in the Lions’ Den’ there is no difficulty 
in distinguishing between Daniel and the Lions, but it seems there was a boy 
looking at the picture and he asked the gentleman why there was such an expres: 
sion of content on Daniel’s face, why he seemed to be perfectly happy in that 
terrible position? ‘Why,’ the gentleman replied, ‘don’t you understand that 
Daniel is thinking, that after the lions get through there will be no dinner 
speeches?’ (Laughter. ) " y 

“Now I enjoy getting up here immensely and talking to the boys. There is 
no false modesty about me. I do enjoy these meetings, these banquets, and I am 
glad that you are following in our footsteps and having these. annual banquets. 
It gives us an, opportunity to rub up against each other and there is a good deal 


you can carry home with you from one of these meetings. 
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‘Now I wish that we did have fifty thousand Sons of Veterans, and we really 
ought to have, as has already been said. I cannot for the life of me understand 
how any man who is eligible to membership in the S. of V., can remain outside. 

“The hour is getting late and as our Commander has said we are going to 
see the girls, your sisters, of course you do not blame us; we have not got by 
that point yet and God help us we never will. My time has been well taken up 
for the last few days; last evening I attended a camp fire of the Grand Army 
Boys, this evening with the Sons of Veterans, and a little later with the Daughters 
of Veterans; tomorrow noon I attend a dinner with the National League of 
Spanish War Veterans, and tomorrow night with the Sons of the American Revo- 
lution—that winds up the week. 

‘‘Now boys I cannot make you any better that I know of, but if I could 
enthuse you with the feeling for your organization which I have for ;my own, I 
should bring you right up to fever heat, 

“Coming up from Belchertown with me in the train was a soldier who 
had bled for the Union. He was in the 54th Regiment, with the Color 
Guard, Sergeant Carney, and in a battle he had sprung forward and grasped the 
Color Sergeant in his arms as he fell, took from his hands the staff and went into 
the front with that staff carrying the flag of his country. He was carried from 
the field later on with seven wounds in his body and when he got into the hos- 
pital he still had the flag with him. At the hospital the first words he said were: 
‘Boys, the old flag never touched the ground.’ (Applause.) That man 
wounded as he was nigh unto death, his first thought was to care for the flag. 
After that he did not regain consciousness for thirty-six hours. 

**Comrades, I said comrades and I will not take it back, for anyway you are 
our comrades, you are our boys and our comrades, we old comrades have a mis- 
sion to perform while we are here for the few years that remain and that is to 
teach, through you, the younger generation what Old Glory stands for—neyer see 
that flag dishonored! Boys, God bless you.’’ (Applause.) 


At this point Gen. Blackmar, Senior Vice Department 
Commander Judd and Adjutant Prebble were obliged to leave 
in order to attend the reception of the Daughters of Veterans. 
As they left the hall they were accorded three rousing cheers, 

Commander: I had hoped to have here upon this occa- 
sion the Lieutenant Governor of the Commonwealth, but ill- 
ness in his family calls him away from the city. In his ab- 
sence I have the honor to introduce to you the Earl of War- 
wick, the Senator from Suffolk, the uncrowned king of the 
Sons of Veterans, the Hon. Willard Howland of Chelsea. 
Senator Howland said: 
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«« What on earth will happen next when a man gets up to speak? I do not 
know what, gentlemen, your Commander means by any such allusions, but I as- 
sume from what he says that he intended to introduce me to speak to the toast of 
the Commonwealth. 

*« Now I am very proud to be here as a member of the Sons of Veterans, 
more so than I am to be here as a representative, perhaps under the circum- 
stances, of one of the legislative bodies of the Commonwealth. I am proud to 
sit beside my friend of many years, the Department Commander of the G. A. R., 
for whom perhaps, not greater, but I think, other honors, await in the near 
future. Colonel Darling, Marshal Darling (Our Darling) was introduced to 
speak to the toast of the United States, his theme was patriotism and loyalty to 
the whole country. I would speak to you of patriotism as typified in the history 
of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

“There has been no day or time in all the years that have passed since the 
pilgrim bark entered the harbor at Plymouth, when the history of Massachusetts 
was not the history of the United States. There has been no time in its indus- 
trial growth when the enterprise and energy of the men of Massachusetts have 
not carried our business enterprises to the forefront in the commerce of nations. 
Our ships have floated upon every sea and every gulf, and the hardy mariner of 
the Old Bay State has found his place in every river of the known world. What 
a lesson that teaches us. It is true that our fathers went at the call, as their 
grandfathers went at the call of the national government,. which was to be the 
best for all men under the sun. (Applause.) 

“©When that grand review passed down Pennsylvania Avenue there was 
typified the greatest transformation that the world has ever known; when the 
greatest army we had upon the field of battle passed under the arch, one moment 
an army of war, the next an army of peace. It had contended successfully on 
the field of battle, it was to enter upon a not less honorable field contending for 
supremacy among nations. ‘But what of Massachusetts?? Her sons were there 
and they stepped from the place of the soldier to the place of civilian; they went 
from carrying a gun to wielding 2 hammer. Step by step, slowly at first, they 
forged ahead, until today Massachusetts holds its place as it has ever held its 
place, foremost among those who are of the army of industry, which today more 
than in its battles against its foes, commands the respect of the world for the 
American people. (Applause.) 

‘Its triumphs have been great in war, but its achievements as a nation in 
peace transcend all history. What is our duty? We have honored the tradi- 
tions of warriors, we have honored the traditions of those who have triumphed in 
industrial fields, it is our business now, holding fast to these honorable traditions, 
both in war and in peace, to carry forward this great nation in its peace; com- 
plete its civilizing mission, its influence throughout the world, and carry it forward 
to higher and greater statesmanship. How can this be done? _It can be done 
by the men who recognize the worth of the Union which our fathers preserved. 
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“By every means not second are political duties and the support of our 
leaders, in seconding their rights to statesmanship to the last measure of those 


rights, contending for the performance of them, holding those leaders and hold- 


ing every other man up to the highest standard of performance of their official 
duties. 

‘Tt is for us then to show not only that we are worthy of all of our traditions 
in war, but that we have noble aspirations when we administer the virtue of 
patriotism in peace.’? (Applause.) 


Commander Lounsbury : I had expected to have with us 
tonight one whom we have heard more than once, Rev. 1p Jeko 
Horton, D. D., but I have received a telegram from him as 
follows :—‘‘Am very sorry, have a bad cold, aggravated by 
the storm—I cannot come;’’ and we must needs be content 
with his kindly wishes which we all know he sends. 

Q. M. Gen. Fred E. Bolton was then introduced to pro- 
nounce the benediction and spoke briefly for the Order, ex- 
tending the greetings of the Commander-in-Chief to those 
present. 

At 10.30 p. m. the company dispersed. 
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